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Preaching Seminar  

The eighth  

Annual FCC  

Preaching Seminar  
will be held at 

7.00 pm on Wednesday 17 June,  

in the  

Bexley Congregational Church Hall,  

626 Forest Road, Bexley South.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Speaker:  Rev. Mike Raiter 

Principal of the Bible College of Victoria. 
 

For ANYBODY who teaches                                      

or preaches from the Bible. 
 

Cost: $8 (payable on the night)  

for seminar and supper. 
 

Registration: (02) 9588 5128 or 

fcccong@bigpond.com 
 

Vision ’09 
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Ordinations and Induction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Alan Best was ordained at Padstow Chinese Congregational Church on Sunday 1 March. 

The ordination was led by the FCC President, Rev. Hon. Fred Nile MLC and the message was 

brought by the FCC Pastoral Relations Officer, Rev. Robert Aiken. Left: participants in the 

service with the church’s Executive Committee; Right: some of the English speaking 

congregation leading in song.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Philip Kendall was inducted to the pastorate of Kogarah Bay Congregational Church on 

Sunday 29 March. The induction was led by the FCC President who also brought the 

message. Left: the Laying on of Hands; Right: Philip and wife, Rhonda, cutting a 

congratulatory cake after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Bruce Capps was ordained at Georges River Congregational Church on Sunday 5 April. 

The ordination was led by the Chairman of the FCC Ministry Committee, Rev. Michael Boyd 

(pictured) and the message was brought by Mr. Phil McNiece, one of Bruce’s mentors. 
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FCC Assembly Youth Night 

 

33rd FCC Assembly Speakers 
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The Keynote Speakers for this year‟s Assembly Meetings will be: 

 
Rev. Ray Galea 
Senior Minister, St. Alban‟s Anglican  

Multicultural Bible Ministry, Rooty Hill. 

Celebration Meeting - Friday 2 October 

Miranda Congregational Church 

 
Rev. Mike Plant  
General Secretary  

Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, UK 

Pastors’ Meeting - Friday 2 October  

Miranda Congregational Church 

Assembly Meeting - Saturday 3 October  

Hunters Hill Congregational Church 

Pastors’ and Families’ Retreat - Monday 5 to Thursday 8 October 

Saturday 26 September, 2009 
(NB. the weekend before the rest of the Assembly Meetings) 

6.00 pm 

Miranda Congregational Church 
 

          Speaker: Jim French  

(Vice-Principal,  Youthworks College) 
 

         Band: Severn Mi Lord 

                     Barbecue 

              Cover Charge: $5 

 

 

The Fellowship extends its deep sympathy to the family and friends of  

Rev. V. Devarajan of Manly Congregational Church who was called home on          

14 April, after a short illness.  Rev. Devarajan served as an Industrial Chaplain.  

His funeral service was held at Magnolia Chapel, Macquarie Park on 18 April. 

Sympathy 
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               WOLLONGONG  

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

We are looking for a suitably qualified evangelical Christian to be our pastor. 

We seek someone whose primary gifting is pastoral. 
  

A manse is available.  Preferred full-time. 
 

For further information and a copy of the church profile, 

contact Max Edwards or Jo Martin at:  info@wollongongcongchurch.org  

               Pastoral Vacancy 

 Church Planting Conference 

SMART PLANTING            RIGHT PLANTING 
 

Church Planting Conference 

25-26 June, 2009  
 

Join with a dozen of Australia‟s proven church planters for two days in June as 

they share major things they have learned in church planting and hear each 

reflect on a significant theological issue they had to work through. 
 

Sprinkled through the conference will be reflection sessions where we               

listen to three church planters discuss what they have heard. 
 

Location 

Moore College, 1 King Street, Newtown. 
 

Cost 

Workers $140; Students $90 

(Includes two lunches and one evening meal) 
 

Speakers Include 

Steve Cree, Phil Campbell, Justin Moffatt, Phillip Jensen, Andrew Heard,  

Paul Dale, Martin Morgan, David Sheath, Nigel Fortesque, Richard Hibbert. 
 

Registration 

To register, go to www.moore.edu.au/register 
 

A goal following the conference is to promote networking                                      

for those who desire to continue the dialogue, especially                                      

with those who share similar desires. 
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Easter Camp 2009 
A great time was enjoyed at the FCC Easter Camp, 2009.  

Below is the camp‟s T-Shirt, reflecting the theme of the messages by  

Lee Murray, Youth Worker at Engadine Congregational Church. 

A report will be included in the next issue of The Australian Congregationalist. 
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        Audio CDs of FCC Teaching Seminars are available from the office.  

The cost is $3 per CD plus postage. They include: 
 

“Revitalising Churches” Seminar by Rev. David Jones (2 CDs)  

“Developing Passionate Churches” Seminar by Rev. Tim Meyers (2 CDs)  

Preaching Seminar, 2006, by Dr. Sam Chan (2CDs) 

Preaching Seminar #1, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Ian Smith (2 CDs) 

Preaching Seminar #2, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Andrew Shead (2 CDs) 

“Evangelistic Preaching,” 2008, by Jonathan Dykes (2 CDs) 

“Healthy Ministry for All,” 2009, by Rev. David Thurston (2 CDs) 

       CDS Available 

 

Help Urgently Needed 
Mrs. Awit Castillo (NACC Philippines/Caring Community Inc.) writes: 

  

òPlease pray with us. We are in earnest to re-open the Caring                                      

Learning Center in New Taugtog. We need at least $US200/month                                                          

for the teacherõs salary, utilities, books and other materials.ó  
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 Anniversary Service 
 

      To mark the 50th Anniversary of the 

     1959 Billy Graham Sydney Crusade,  

            the Anglican Diocese, Sydney,  

                     is planning a special  

   Service of Thanksgiving and Praise at  

        St. Andrew’s Anglican Cathedral,                                           

                     George Street, Sydney,  

            on Saturday 9 May at 2.00 pm. 
 

                             The preacher will be the Archbishop of Sydney,                                                                  

                                The Most Rev. Dr. Peter Jensen. 
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Generous Assistance 
In response to an appeal for help from Nannie and Awit Castillo, (NACC and CCI, 

Philippines), several members of Miranda Congregational Church have 

generously donated a total of $1,500 to help provide medical procedures for 

church members who otherwise would not be able to afford treatment, including 

urgently required surgery for a pastor‟s wife.  
 

We are linked to the Congregational Churches in the Philippines through the 

World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship and it is a privilege to do what 

we can to share the burdens of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

National Day of Thanksgiving 
  Thanking God . . . Thanking each other 
 

The National Day of Thanksgiving was initiated by the Australian Prayer 

Network and launched by the Governor General in 2004, with the 

endorsement of the Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition. It is designed to 

encourage Australians to express thanks to God and to others who have contributed 

positively to their lives or their communities during the previous twelve months. 
 

This year‟s National Day of Thanksgiving will be held on Saturday 30 May and the 

emphasis will be on thanking elected leaders in Federal, State and Local Government and 

other people who impact communities such as leaders in business, health, education, 

community organisations and public service. 
 

The FCC Office has received information about this opportunity which can be made 

available to churches; otherwise, you can visit www.thanksgiving.org.au  

http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=Billy+Graham+Crusade+Photos&FORM=ZZIR16
http://search.live.com/images/results.aspx?q=Archbishop+Peter+Jensen+Photos&FORM=ZZIR9
http://www.thanksgiving.org.au/index.asp
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Regular Reminders 
NACC, PHILIPPINES 

The National Association of 

Congregational Churches in the 

Philippines is seeking to purchase 

land in Zambales Province for a 

much-needed Bible School.  The 

cost is US$28,000. Many thanks to 

those who have forwarded funds 

for this project (including 

generous donations during 2008), 

but there is still a long way to  go. 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE  

YOUR COPY OF 

“CONGREGATIONAL 

COMMUNICATIONS” 

EMAILED? 
If you  would prefer to have your 

copy of the Congregational 

Communications emailed to you 

each month in living colour, 

please contact Margaret at the FCC 

Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP FLETCHER 
Why not consider using your own 

campsite for your next houseparty, 

youth camp, retreat, conference or 

study weekend? All Camp Fletcher 

bookings are handled by the FCC 

Office. The 2009 calendar is filling 

fast. Don‟t forget that FCC Camps 

and Churches receive a discount.  

The Camp Fletcher Committee is 

eager to hear from tradespeople or 

other skilled workers who would be 

willing to donate their time and 

expertise to undertake some of the 

projects that will improve the site. 

Your help is needed!  

 
The Camp Fletcher “BUY A 

BRICK” campaign is an ongoing 

project to improve the landscaping 

alongside the campsite‟s road.   

 

Please forward your donation to 

Camp Fletcher “Buy a Brick,” at the 

FCC Office. 

 

 

 



Please pray - 
 

For those who are unwell: Hon. Mrs. Elaine Nile (NSW), Rev. Rod Casten (NSW), Rev. 

David Saunders (UK), Rev. Nannie, Mrs. Awit and Mr. Symphony Castillo 

(Philippines), Rev. Neville Blackhall (Queensland), Mrs. Chayne Turvey (Raceview) 

and Pastor Allan Laurens (Wandong).  
 

For our FCC churches without pastors. 
 

For the Church in Africa‟s trouble-spots.  
 

For those who suffer from the devastation caused by natural disasters, especially the 

recent bushfires and floods in Australia, and those seeking to bring comfort and 

relief to the survivors – including our church at Wandong. 
 

For rain in the large area of Australia still in drought. 
 

For the government in Iraq as it deals with ongoing sectarian violence and the 

rebuilding process. 
 

For the plight of the persecuted church worldwide, especially the families of 

Christian martyrs. 
 

For the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
 

The FCC Prayer Calendar for May is attached.  Please distribute. 

    Coming Events 
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Thursday 1 – Sunday 3 October 

33rd FCC Assembly  
 

Monday 5 – Thursday 8 October 

Pastorsõ and Familiesõ Retreat 

at Camp Fletcher  
 

Saturday 31 October 

City FCC Mission Awareness Day  
 

Monday 2 November 

FCW Planning Meeting  

at Georges River  
 

Thursday 26 November 

FCW Christmas Dinner  

Friday 1 May 

FCW Planning Meeting at Padstow  
 

Wednesday 17 June 

FCC Preaching Seminar, Bexley  
 

Monday 20 – Friday 24 July 

FCC Junior Camp  
 

Friday 7 August 

FCW Planning Meeting at Leichhardt  
 

21-23 & 28-30 August 

Katoomba „Engage‟ Convention 
 

28-30 August 

FCW Craft Houseparty  

at Camp Fletcher  
 

19-20 & 26-27 September 

Katoomba Women‟s Convention 

Prayer Points 
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Friday 1 
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Campsie Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, USA 

FCW Planning Meeting , Padstow 

Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia 

Saturday 2  
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Cessnock West Church, NSW 

FCC Social Services Committee 

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Sunday 3  
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Sydney (Associate) 

WECF member Country, Brazil 

Growth in our FCC Churches  

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong 

Monday 4 
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Engadine Church, NSW 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

FCC Ministry Committee 

Peter & Wendy Back (Language Study), Australia 

Tuesday 5 
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Georges River Church & Macarthur’s Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Bulgaria 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

Ruth Green (LL), Peru, Home Assignment 

Wednesday 6 
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Goondiwindi Church, Qld 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW 

Thursday 7 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Gresford Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Canada  

Fellowship of Congregational Women  

Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW  

Friday 8 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Hunters Hill Church & Retirement Village, NSW 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee 

FCC Committee for World Miission 

David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/USA  

Saturday 9 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Jannali Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, India (Manipur) 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Sunday 10 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Kogarah Bay Church, NSW 

FCC Executive Committee 

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW 

Monday 11 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Kurri Kurri Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Macedonia 

FCC Social Services Committee 

David & Gladys Strange (SIL, retired), NSW 

Tuesday 12 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Leichhardt Church, NSW 

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Wednesday 13 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Manly Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Micronesia 

FCC Ministry Committee 

Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia 

Thursday 14 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Miranda Church, NSW 

WECF Executive Committee 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Friday 15 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Narellan Church, NSW 

Angus Bristow Retirement Village, Narellan 

WECF Member Country, New Zealand 

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong 

Saturday 16 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Padstow Church, NSW 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Peter and Wendy Back (Language Study), Australia 

  

FCC Prayer Calendar - May 2009     Page 1 

 CEF = Child Evangelism Fellowship;    FM = France Mission;    LL = Latin Link;     

 PI = Partners International;    SIL = Summer Institute of Linguistics/Wycliffe Bible Translators;     

 SIM = Serving In Mission;    WEC = Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ; 

 WECF = World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship;     YWAM = Youth With A Mission 



Sunday 17 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Padstow Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Northern Ireland 

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Ruth Green (LL), Peru, Home Assignment 

Monday 18 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Raceview Church, Queensland 

FCC President, Rev. Hon. Fred Nile 

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW 

Tuesday 19 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Revesby Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Philippines 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee 

Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW  

Wednesday 20 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Richmond Church, Tas 

FCC Pastoral Relations Officer, Rev. Robert Aiken 

FCC Committee for World Mission 

David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/USA  

Thursday 21 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Ryde Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Portugal 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Friday 22 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Salisbury Church (Bible Study), NSW 

FCC General Secretary, Rev. Alan Best 

FCC Executive Committee 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW 

Saturday 23 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Torrensville Church, SA 

WECF Member Country, Saipan & Guam (Associates0  

FCC Social Services Committee 

David & Gladys Strange (SIL, retired), NSW 

Sunday 24 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Towradgi Church, NSW 

WECF President, Rev. A. Barry Jones (USA) 

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Monday 25  
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Wandong Church, Vic 

WECF Member Country, South Africa 

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia 

Tuesday 26   
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Waterloo Church, NSW 

FCC Treasurer & Registrar, Mr. Phil Bevan 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Wednesday 27 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Waterloo Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom 

FCC Ministry Committee 

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong 

Thursday 28 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Wollongong Church, NSW 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

Peter & Wendy Back (Language Study), Australia 

Friday 29  
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Bexley Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, USA 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Ruth Green (LL), Peru, Home Assignment 

Saturday 30 
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team 

Bexley Chinese Church, NSW 

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee 

Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW 

Sunday 31 
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Brassall Church, Qld 

WECF Member Country, Brazil 

Growth in our FCC Churches  

Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW  

Monday 1 JUNE  
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Campsie Chinese Church, NSW 

FCC Committee for World Mission 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/USA  

Tuesday 2  
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Cessnock West Church, NSW 

WECF member Country, Bulgaria  

FCC Executive Committee 

Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Wednesday 3 
My Church, Pastor  & Leadership Team 

Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Sydney (Associate) 

FCC Social Services Committee 

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW 
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