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Tenth Annual Preaching Seminar 
On Tuesday 22 February, the Tenth Annual FCC 

Preaching Seminar was held in the Bexley 
Congregational Church  hall. An encouraging number 
of participants (including pastors and members of nine 
FCC churches) heard Dr. Malcolm Gill from Sydney 
Missionary and Bible College speak on „Preaching 

Biblical Narrative.‟  
 

Malcolm‘s teaching was practical and down-to-earth, and the participants 
responded enthusiastically. The Seminar was conducted in two sessions— 
‗Hermeneutics: How do I interpret a narrative?‘ and ‗Homiletics: How do I 
preach a narrative?‘ In the second session, Malcolm presented five possible  
ways to preach/teach narrative, including demonstrations from his own 
preaching experience that were captivating and inspiring.  

As we reflect on the past ten years, we have been greatly blessed through 
each of the speakers who have presented our annual Preaching Seminars 
(sometimes over two evenings): Alan Harley and Al Stewart (2002), David 
Cook (2003), Simon Manchester (2004), Archie Poulos (2005), Sam Chan 
(2006), Ian Smith and Andrew Shead (2007), Jonathan Dykes (2008), Mike 
Raiter (2009) and Omar Djoeandy (2010).  
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Padstow Chinese Congregational Church is delighted to report that Pastor John Yao  

has accepted a call to serve as the minister for its Chinese-speaking congregations,  
with oversight of the church‘s ministries.  

 

John will commence his ministry at Padstow from the beginning of March and  
his Induction Service will be held on Sunday 6 March, at 10.30 am.  

Call Accepted 

Please pray for the ministry of the  
FCC Salisbury Campsite, our  
FCC „Ministry in Focus, 2011.‟ 

 

Pray for the Salisbury Campsite  
Committee as it continues vital work  

to further develop the site.  
 

Pray for the steps to be taken  
towards possible purchase of the site.  

Ministry in Focus 2011 

Sympathy 
The Fellowship extends its deep sympathy to the family and friends of Mrs. Ivy Phillips, who 

regularly attended Miranda Congregational Church in recent years. Ivy suffered a severe stroke  
over the Christmas period and went to be with the Lord on Saturday 19 February, 2011.  

Safe Arrival 
David and Jenny Rowe are pleased to inform their friends and supporters  

that they (and their dog, Hypo!) have arrived safely in Lome, Togo,  
to commence the next chapter of their ministry with Wycliffe.   

Thank You and Welcome 
The Fellowship extends its sincere thanks to Rev. Robert Aiken for nine years of faithful ministry as 
its Pastoral Relations Officer (1 March, 2002—1 March, 2011). As much of this work has been highly 
confidential, you will not have read about it in Congregational Communications or elsewhere. 
However, those who have received Robert‘s wise counsel over the years can testify to the 
conscientious and godly way he has conducted this important aspect of FCC affairs.  
 

At the 34th Annual Assembly, Rev. Dr. Peter Back was elected as the new Pastoral Relations Officer 
and he commenced this work on 1 March. We welcome him to this role and look forward to the 
contribution he will make to the FCC family in this position.  
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Please don‘t forget that Pastor Brad Twining (Padstow) has started a  
ministry for the men of Sydney churches and their friends.   

 

What? Surf and coffee at Cronulla (also for those who fish) 
Where? Meet outside Padstow Congregational Church, 59 Faraday Road, Padstow, or 
you can arrange to meet Brad at Cronulla. 
When? Every Saturday morning, except the last Saturday of the month. 
Time? 6am to approx. 9am.  We take our own cars or car pool.  
For further information, please contact Brad: (02) 9773 7462;  pastor@padstowcong.com  
 

On Saturday 12 February, 34 people from seven FCC churches attended a Child Protection Training 

day at Jannali Congregational Church, conducted by Mrs. Kerry Moss from Miranda 

Congregational Church. All churches are reminded that they need to provide appropriate training 
for their workers with children and youth.    

FCC Churches in Action 

If you have been a regular reader of Congregational Communications, you will know that for the 
past five-and-a-half years there has been an ongoing appeal for Australian Congregationalists to 
contribute towards the purchase of land for a Bible School in the Philippines, for the churches of 
the National Association of Congregational Churches, fellow members of the World Evangelical 
Congregational Fellowship. We are delighted to report that the target of US$28,000 has almost been 

reached. Thank you to all who have generously supported this appeal and we praise God for this 
wonderful achievement.  
 

With the target in sight, we are making this final appeal for support on behalf of our Filipino 
brethren. Anybody who still wishes to donate, please forward your gift to the FCC Treasurer by 

Friday 15 April. Joan Gillard (Georges River Church) and Jenny Best (Miranda Church) will visit 
the Philippines in late May-early June, their main purpose being to deliver the funds and while there, 
participate in  other ministries.  

Target Almost Reached!  

The Executive Committee is pleased to announce that the  
Guest Speaker for the 35th Annual  

FCC Assembly‟s Celebration Meeting  
on Friday 23 September, 2011, will be Bishop Al Stewart,  

Director of Evangelism Ministries (Anglican Diocese, Sydney).  
In this role, Al‘s main duty is to encourage  

evangelistic church planting across the Diocese.  
 

The Committee is also pleased to announce that at the  
invitation of the FCC Camp Fletcher Committee,  

this year‟s Assembly Meeting on Saturday, 24 September, 
will be held at Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, commencing at 9.30 am.  

 
Further details for Assembly meetings will be announced as they become available.  

35th Annual FCC Assembly 
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On Saturday 19 February, family, friends and members 
gathered at Cessnock West Congregational Church to 
witness the Induction of Pastor Steve Wood as minister of the 
church. The meeting was led by Pastoral Elder, Rick Schroder, 
enthusiastic congregational singing by the church‘s music 
team and the Act of Induction by the FCC General Secretary. 
Pastor Steve Wood then spoke of his vision and responsibility 
to love and disciple the members of the congregation as 
together they seek to obey the ―one another‖ commands of the 
New Testament.               (right: Steve and ‗Liz Wood) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miranda Congregational Church was delighted to induct Mr. Tim Foskett as a Student Pastor 

during its two services on Sunday 20 February. Tim has commenced full-time studies at Sydney 
Missionary and Bible College and has oversight of the children‘s and youth ministry programmes at 
Miranda.  
 
On the evening of Sunday 27 February, family and friends gathered for dinner at the Narellan 

Community Congregational Church to recognise Mrs. Jeanette Kingston‟s remarkable contribution 
as Manager of Narellan Congregational Community Services. For more than twenty years, Jeanette 
has worked tirelessly and provided inspirational leadership for this ministry, but the time has come 
for her to relinquish this responsibility. The dinner provided a wonderful opportunity to celebrate 
the impact Jeanette‘s ministry has made on the local community through the lives of countless 
individuals.  

If you plan to write to, or visit, Rev. Con and Mrs. Leonie Despinidic (Wollongong Congregational 
Church), please note that the correct spelling for their street address is White (not Whyte, as it 
appears in the 2010-11 FCC Yearbook).    

Yearbook Correction 
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Katoomba Christian Convention Reminder: John Piper will speak at the Engage 

Conference 2011 (for young workers) on Friday 26 - Sunday 28 August and Friday 2 -

Sunday 4 September at Katoomba Christian Convention Centre. During the week 
between these conferences, he will present Oxygen 11: National Pastors‟ Conference 

(“Come Up For Air”), on Monday 29 - Wednesday 31 August, at Australian 

Technology Park, Redfern (Sydney), for Christian leaders. A large Public Event will 
be held at the Sydney Entertainment Centre on the evening of Wednesday 31 August.  

Available from the FCC Office  
 

Open Bible Burning Heart  A Handbook for Preachers by Alan Harley. Published by the FCC 
 

The Congregationalist and His Origins by F. Graeme Smith. Published by the FCC and WECF 
 

Evangelical and Congregational  ‗The Principles of the Congregational Independents‘ prepared by 
the committee of the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches (EFCC) UK, from a draft by 
Gordon T Booth. Published by Quinta Press on behalf of the EFCC, UK 
 

Telling Another Generation Several Contributors: edited by Michael Plant and Alan Tovey. 
Published by the EFCC, UK 
 

A Manual of Congregational Principles by R. W. Dale. Published by Quinta Press 
 

Children of the Covenant by John Legg (Infant Baptism in the Congregational Tradition), booklet 
published by the EFCC, UK.   
 

West of Eden  A Christian Perspective of the New Age Movement by David McDowell. Published by 
Companion Press. 

CDs Available 
Audio CDs of FCC Teaching Seminars are available from the office.  

The cost is $3 per CD plus postage. They include: 
 

         ―Healthy Ministry for All‖ Seminar, by Rev. David Thurston (2 CDs)  

 

          ―Revitalising Churches‖ Seminar by Rev. David Jones (2 CDs) 

  

―Developing Passionate Churches‖ Seminar by Rev. Tim Meyers (2 CDs)  

  

Preaching Seminar, 2006, by Dr. Sam Chan (2CDs) 
 

Preaching Seminar #1, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Ian Smith (2 CDs) 
 

       Preaching Seminar #2, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Andrew Shead (2 CDs) 
 

Preaching Seminar, 2008, by Jonathan Dykes (2 CDs) 
 

Preaching Seminar, 2009, by Rev. Mike Raiter (2CDs)  
 

Preaching Seminar, 2010, by Dr. Omar Djoeandy (1 CD)  
 

Preaching Seminar, 2011, by Dr. Malcolm Gill (2 CDs) 

Publications Available 

John Piper Visit 
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Regular Reminders 
NACC, PHILIPPINES 

The National Association of Congregational 
Churches in the Philippines is seeking to 
purchase land in Zambales Province for a much
-needed Bible School. The cost is US$28,000. 

Many thanks to those who have forwarded 
funds for this project—we‟re almost there! (see 

page 3) The proposed site is shown below. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

CAMP FLETCHER 
Why not consider using your own campsite for 
your next houseparty, youth camp, retreat, 
conference or study weekend? All Camp 
Fletcher bookings are handled by the FCC 
Office. The 2011 calendar is filling fast. Don‘t 
forget that FCC Camps and Churches receive a 

significant discount.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Camp Fletcher Committee is always eager 
to hear from tradespeople or other skilled 
workers who would be willing to donate their 
time and expertise to undertake some of the 
projects that will continue to improve the site. 
Your help is needed and will be greatly 
appreciated!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE  YOUR 
COPY OF CONGREGATIONAL 

COMMUNICATIONS 
EMAILED? 

If you would prefer to have your copy of 
Congregational Communications emailed to 
you each month, join the growing number of 
readers who have made this choice by 
contacting Margaret at the FCC Office. 
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Sydney Missionary and Bible College conferences this year include:  
 

SMBC WOMEN‟S CONFERENCE 
‘The Good Life‘ (Bible Talks from Matthew‘s Gospel),  

on Saturday 12 March, 9.00 am to 3.15 pm, at SMBC Croydon.  
Speakers: Jenny Salt, Kirsty Robertson and Janet Riley. 

 

SMBC Centre for Preaching BIENNIAL PREACHING CONFERENCE 
‗Preaching the Songs of Israel,‘  

on 2-5 May, at SMBC Croydon and Ryde Anglican Function Centre 
(same conference with a choice of venue) 

Speakers: Mike Bullmore, Dale Ralph Davis, Robert Amess,  
Kirk Patston, Stuart Coulton and Pierre Thielemans.  

 

For more information: visit www.smbc.com.au 

SMBC Training Opportunities 



 

 

 

Coming FCC Events 
 

Friday 4 – Sunday 6 March 
FCW Houseparty, Wollongong Leisure Centre 

 
Thursday 21 – Monday 25 April  
FCC Easter Camp, Camp Fletcher 

 
Friday 6 May 

FCW Planning Meeting, Leichhardt 
 

Monday 4  - Friday 8 July 
FCC Junior Camp, Camp Fletcher 

 
Friday 5 August 

FCW Planning Meeting, Revesby 
 

Friday 26 – Sunday 28 August  
FCW Craft Houseparty, Camp Fletcher 

 
Thursday 22 – Saturday 24 September 

35th Annual FCC Assembly 
 

Monday 26 - Thursday 29 September 
FCC Pastorsõ and Familiesõ Retreat 

 
Saturday 29 October 

City Mission Awareness Day 
 

Monday 7 November 
FCW Planning Meeting, Georges River 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The FCC Prayer Calendar for March                          

is attached.  Please distribute. 
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Prayer Points 
Please pray - 
 

For those who are unwell or recovering from 
illness:  
Mrs. Hon. Elaine Nile (NSW), Rev. Rod Casten 
(NSW), Rev. Neville Blackhall (Queensland), Mrs. 
Jan Albutt (WEC Queensland), Mrs. Dulcie Bell 
(Brassall) and Pastor Allan Laurens (Wandong).  
Rev. David Saunders (UK), Rev. Nannie, Mrs. 
Awit and Mr. Symphony Castillo (Philippines).  
 

For FCC churches without pastors and for new 
pastors as they settle into their churches. 
 

For the Church in Africa‘s trouble-spots.  
 

For those who suffer due to natural disasters 
around the world and for ongoing relief efforts. 
 

For all New Zealanders and especially those of 
Christchurch and the Canterbury District as they 
come to grips with the devastation caused by the 
recent earthquake – for the many families whose 
lives have been affected and those bringing relief 
to them. Please pray for the Linwood 
Congregational Church in Christchurch as it 
ministers to its congregation and community.     
 

For those families whose lives have been 
devastated by floods, cyclones and bushfires in 
four states of Australia and the clean-up and 
rebuilding process that has commenced.  
 

For the government in Iraq as it seeks to maintain 
order, deals with ongoing violence and undertakes 
the rebuilding process. 
 

For the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan and those 
who have lost loved ones in the fighting.  
 

For the plight of the persecuted Church 
worldwide, especially the families of Christian 
martyrs. 
 

For the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
 

For peace throughout the Middle East.  
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Reminder 
 

The General Secretary‘s office days are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.  
If you plan to visit the office to see him, please call in advance in case he has  

a meeting elsewhere or has been called away for some other reason.    



 

 

Tuesday 1 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Revesby Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Samoa, CCJS (Provisional) 

FCC Social Services Committee 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW  

Wednesday 2  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Richmond Church, Tas 

WECF President, Rev. Alan Best  

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

David and Gladys Strange (retired), NSW 

Thursday 3 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Ryde Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, South Africa 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Friday 4 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Salisbury Church, NSW (with Gresford)  

FCC Ministry Committee 

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong 

Samuel and Coria Chan, Asia 

Saturday 5 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Torrensville Church, SA 

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom 

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong 

Michael and Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Sunday 6 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Towradgi Church, NSW 

Growth in our FCC Churches 

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong  

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong  

Monday 7 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Wandong Church, Vic 

WECF Member Country, United States of America 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

Ruth Green (LL), Peru  

Tuesday 8 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Waterloo Church, NSW 

FCC Treasurer and Registrar, Mr. Phil Bevan 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

Steve and Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW   

Wednesday 9 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Waterloo Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Brazil  

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Rick and Jane Keuning (CEF Volunteer Workers), NSW 

Thursday 10 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Wollongong Church, NSW 

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee  

David and Jenny Rowe (WBT), Togo  

Friday 11 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Bexley Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Bulgaria  

FCC Committee for World Mission (Exec. Comm.) 

Brian and Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Saturday 12 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Bexley Chinese Church, NSW 

FCC President, Rev. Hon. Fred Nile MLC 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

Bob and Evelyn Prior (Sports Chaplaincy), Australia  

Sunday 13 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Brassall Church, Qld 

WECF Member Country, Canada  

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW  

Monday 14 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Campsie Chinese Church, NSW 

FCC Executive Committee  

FCC Social Services Committee 

David and Gladys Strange (retired), NSW 

Tuesday 15 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Cessnock West Church, NSW 

WECF Member Countries, Guam & Saipan (Associates)  

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Wednesday 16 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Syd./Melb. (Associate) 

WECF Executive Committee 

FCC Ministry Committee 

Samuel and Coria Chan, Asia 

   CEF = Child Evangelism Fellowship;    FM  = France Mission;    LL  = Latin Link;     

 WBT  = Wycliffe Bible Translators;    SIM  = Serving In Mission;     

 WEC = Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ;     

 WECF = World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship;    YWAM  = Youth With A Mission 
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Thursday 17 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Engadine Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, India (Manipur) 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

Michael and Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Friday 18 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Georges River Church, NSW 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong  

Saturday 19 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Goondiwindi Church, Qld 

WECF Member Country, Macedonia  

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

Ruth Green (LL), Peru  

Sunday 20 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Gresford Church, NSW 

FCC Pastoral Relations Officer, Rev. Dr. Peter Back  

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Steve and Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW 

Monday 21 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Hunters Hill Church and Retirement Village, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Micronesia (Chuuk)  

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee  

Rick and Jane Keuning (CEF Volunteer Workers), NSW 

Tuesday 22 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Jannali Church, NSW 

FCC General Secretary, Rev. Alan Best 

FCC Committee for World Mission (Exec. Comm.) 

David and Jenny Rowe (WBT), Togo 

Wednesday 23 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Kogarah Bay Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, New Zealand 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

Brian and Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Thursday 24 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Kurri Kurri Church, NSW 

FCC Executive Committee  

FCC Social Services Committee 

Bob and Evelyn Prior (Sports Chaplaincy), Australia  

Friday 25  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Leichhardt Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Northern Ireland 

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW  

Saturday 26   
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Manly Church, NSW 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

FCC Ministry Committee 

David and Gladys Strange (retired), NSW 

Sunday 27 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Miranda Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Philippines 

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Monday 28 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Narellan Church & Angus Bristow Retirement Village  

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

Samuel and Coria Chan, Asia 

Tuesday 29  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Padstow Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Portugal 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Michael and Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Wednesday 30  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Padstow Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF President, Rev. Alan Best  

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong  

Thursday 31 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Raceview Church, Queensland 

WECF Member Country, Samoa, CCJS (Provisional) 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee  

Ruth Green (LL), Peru  

Friday 1 APRIL  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Revesby Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, South Africa 

FCC Committee for World Mission (Exec. Comm.) 

Steve and Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW 

Saturday 2 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Richmond Church, Tas 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

FCC Executive Committee  

Rick and Jane Keuning (CEF Volunteer Workers), NSW 

Sunday 3 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Ryde Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom 

Growth in our FCC Churches  

David and Jenny Rowe (WBT), Togo 
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