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Australia Mourns

Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 February, 2009, have entered Australia’s
history as dark days of suffering as the nation’s worst natural disaster
was played out in rural Victoria. More than two hundred people were
killed and many were injured, more than eighteen hundred houses were
destroyed and other property was lost, and countless animals were
killed or injured. The nation has mourned, prayed, and displayed
remarkable unity, resilience, compassion and generosity.

One of the towns to be engulfed in the inferno is Wandong, where at
least five lives were lost, 30 houses were destroyed and half of the
houses were damaged. In the face of this carnage, the Wandong
Congregational Church has sought to bring comfort and relief to its
community. The FCC has supported the church in this ministry through
its Social Services Committee ($5,000) and generous gifts from
churches and individuals ($7,715 at the time of writing).

We never cease to be amazed by the vast contrasts in our land, for as
bushfires burned in Victoria and New South Wales, there was severe
flooding in Queensland, then later, in New South Wales. Please
continue to pray for the survivors and the families that have suffered
great loss, and for the churches, community groups and government
agencies that are seeking to meet their needs.
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Effective Outreach

Rev. Con Despinidic reports that Cessnock West Congregational Church’s
annual December Mission with CREDO (evangelical students’ ministry at the
University of Technology, Sydney), was highly successful. He writes:

“We had a great time. Our people are very tired at present. Over 300 attended our
Carols event; we handed out at least two hundred Scripture leaflets. The group also
did a considerable amount of visitation and presentations at one of the high schools
and two nursing homes.”

The church’s outreach efforts continue, as Pastoral Elder, Rick Schroder writes:

“It is wonderful to see the church grow and children growing closer to the Lord in a
personal relationship with Him. Bible Studies, Camps, Scripture teaching in schools,
involvement in the Christian School and radio programs. We are making a lot of
noise; we pray that the Holy Spirit will touch soft hearts and that we may be receptive
to God's leading.”

Sympathy

The Fellowship extends its deep sympathy to Rev. Atepera Lee (Congregational
Church of Jesus in Samoa, Sydney) and his family, following the recent death of his
brother in Samoa.

FCC Teaching Seminar
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On Tuesday 17 February, the FCC conducted its first training seminar for 2009.
Representatives from seven FCC churches were blessed and challenged as
Rev. David Thurston (Central Sydney Presbyterian Church) presented two
sessions titled “Healthy Ministry for All.”

The next seminar will be the Eighth Annual FCC Preaching Seminar on
Wednesday 17 June, with Rev. Mike Raiter, Principal of the Bible College of
Victoria.
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33rd FCC Assembly Speakers

The Executive Committee is pleased to announce that the Keynote Speakers for
this year’s 33rd Assembly Meetings will be:

Rev. Ray Galea (L)
(Senior Minister, St. Alban’s Anglican
Multicultural Bible Ministry, Rooty Hill)
Celebration Meeting on Friday 2 October,

Rev. Mike Plant (R)
(General Secretary, Evangelical Fellowship of
Congregational Churches, UK)
Pastors’ Meeting, Friday 2, Assembly Meeting, Saturday 3,
Pastors’ and Families’ Retreat, Monday 5 - Thursday 8 October.

Induction Service

Rev. Philip Kendall will be inducted as Pastor of the Kogarah Bay Congregational
Church at 9.30 am on Sunday 29 March, 2009. The service will be led by the FCC
President, Rev. Hon. Fred Nile, who will also bring the message.

Anniversary Service

To mark the 50th Anniversary of the
1959 Billy Graham Sydney Crusade,
the Anglican Diocese, Sydney,
is planning a special
Service of Thanksgiving and Praise at
St. Andrew’s Anglican Cathedral,
George Street, Sydney,
on Saturday 9th May.

(time to be confirmed)

The preacher will be the Archbishop of Sydney,
The Most Rev. Dr. Peter Jensen.
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Pastoral Vacancy (late 2009)

WOLLONGONG
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

We are looking for a suitably qualified evangelical Christian to be our pastor.
We seek someone whose primary gifting is pastoral.
A manse is available. Preferred full-time.

For further information and a copy of the church profile,
contact max Edwards or Jo Martin: info@wollongongcongchurch.org

School Chaplain

GOONDIWINDI STATE HIGH SCHOOL
SCRIPTURE UNION QUEENSLAND

Scripture Union Qld, a Christian interchurch youth and children’s agency, invites
applications for the position of School Chaplain for 3 days per week at
Goondiwindi State High School and 1 day per week at Inglewood State School.

Applicants will need to embrace the mission of SU Qld, and demonstrate
their suitability to provide support and care to young people.

For more information contact Chairman of the Local Chaplaincy Committee,
Rev. Darren Muller (07) 4671 4417 or Secretary Mrs. Thea Beare (07) 4671 2687

For full details of the position and apply online at www.apply.su-chaplain.com

Chaplaincy could be combined with the position of part-time Pastor of
Goondiwindi Congregational Church to provide full employment.
For more information contact Mrs. Thea Beare (07) 4671 26817.

Country Mission Awareness Day

6.30 pm, Sunday 5 April, 2009.
Kurri Kurri Congregational Church.

Speaker: Ruth Green,
Latin Link, Peru.
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Church Planting Conference

The idea of establishing a National Church Planting Network is moving
into action and a National Church-Planting Conference
is being planned for 25th-26th June, 2009, in Sydney.

Rev. Martin Morgan is leading the preparations for this event.
More details will be provided as they become available.

CDS Available (]

Audio CDs of FCC Teaching Seminars are available from the office.
The cost is $3 per CD plus postage. They include:

“Revitalising Churches” Seminar by Rev. David Jones (2 CDs)
“Developing Passionate Churches” Seminar by Rev. Tim Meyers (2 CDs)
Preaching Seminar, 2006, by Drx. Sam Chan (2CDs)

Preaching Seminar #1, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Ian Smith (2 CDs)
Preaching Seminar #2, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Andrew Shead (2 CDs)
“Evangelistic Preaching,” 2008, by Jonathan Dykes (2 CDs)
“Healthy Ministry for All,” 2009, by Rev. David Thurston (2 CDs)

Preaching Seminar

The Eighth Annual FCC Preaching Seminar will be held at
71.00 pm on Wednesday 17 June, at Bexley.

|.' l
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Speaker: Rev Mike Raiter
Principal of the Bible College of Victoria.

For ANYBODY who teaches or preaches from the Bible.

Vision ‘09
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Positions Vacant

Tahlee Ministries is seeking people with a

tahlee

strong Christian faith and a desire to serve
God to fill the following positions.

CATERER(S)

Tahlee Ministries needs some good
camp cooks with catering
experience to help with the
preparation of meals for camps,
retreats, and other Tahlee functions.

The Caterer(s)/Camp Cook(s)
would be responsible for the
ordering and management of food
supplies, and the preparation of
meals for a range of Tahlee
Ministries activities.

While staff and students prepare
their own meals, there are a number
of different catering events for those
skilled in cooking.

Experience in supplies ordering,
menu design and OH&S would be
helpful, and a desire to serve God in
this important area of hospitality is
essential.

CAMP CENTRE
MANAGER(S)

Tahlee Ministries is seeking Camp
Centre Manager(s) to look after its
accommodation and camping
ministry.

The position would suit an energetic,
retired Christian couple wanting to
be involved in Christian work.

Tasks will include taking bookings,
welcoming and looking after guests,
managing staff, cleaning and
managing the accommodation.
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¢ Tahlee Ministries Inc. *

*
*

Via Karuah NSW 2324
Ph: (02) 4997 3003,
Web: www.tahlee.org

Situated on the shores of

Port Stephens surrounded
- by bushland. o
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These are permanent positions which will require some weekend

work. Tahlee Ministries is a faith

-based ministry. Staff are provided

with accommodation, utilities and food.

For a position description, phone (02) 4997 3003
or email secretary@tahlee.org

WANTED!

A pre-loved 12-seater diesel bus with air-conditioning for L 2

:Tahl eeds Touri

sm,

&

Hol i day, Eng. o)

This would greatly assist our outreach ministries.
Contact (02) 4997 3003 or secretary@tahlee.org
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Apologetics Conference

Christian Outreach Ministries is sponsoring an Apologetics in the 21st Century
conference with Dr John Dickson and Dr Greg Clarke from the Centre for
Public Christianity.

Speakers:

John Dickson is a director of the Centre for Public Christianity (CPX). John is an
author, historian, musician and speaker. He has recently produced two
documentaries on the historical basis for Christianity (The Christ Files and The
Life of Jesus).

Greg Clarke is a fellow director of CPX. Gregq is involved in writing, acedemic
work and speaking. Greg has written a number of books and numerous articles
and papers. Through his work with CPX, Greg is passionate about promoting a
better understanding of Christianity both in the academic and wider
communities.

For more information on CPX go to www.publicchristianity.com

Date and Location:
Saturday 28 March 2009
Sydney Missionary and Bible College, 43 Badminton Road, Croydon.

The Programme includes:
Bible Study: The Gospel as the Foundation for Apologetics - John Dickson
Apologetics is Dead, Long Live Apologetics - Greg Clarke
An Overview of Worldviews - Greg Clarke
Electives Session 1
Sensitively Dealing with the Issue of Suffering - John Dickson
Taking the Bible Seriously Today - Greg Clarke
Science and Christianity - Friend or Foe? TBA
Electives Session 2
Relativism and Other Religions - John Dickson
A Believer's Guide to Atheism - Greg Clarke
Science and Christianity - Friend or Foe? TBA
Panel - Question and Answer Session

The conference brochure can be downloaded by going to:-
www.gospeloutreach.com.au/resources/ApologeticsConferenceBrochure.pdf
For further information please contact Greg Middleton

or Peter Kaldor on (02) 9980 9913.

Gospel Outreach Ministries
21 New Line Rd West Pennant Hills NSW 2125
ph 02 9980 9913 fax 02 9980 9914
info@gospeloutreach.com.au
www.gospeloutreach.com.au

Evangelism & Church Planting Resources
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Regular Reminders

NACC, PHILIPPINES

The National Association of
Congregational Churches in the
Philippines is seeking to purchase
land in Zambales Province for a
much-needed Bible School. The
cost is US$28,000. Many thanks to
those who have forwarded funds
for this project (including
generous donations during
2008), but there is still a long way
to go.

I

WOULD YOU LIKE
YOUR COPY OF
“CONGREGATIONAL
COMMUNICATIONS”
EMAILED?

If you would prefer to have your
copy of the Congregational
Communications emailed to you
each month in living colour,
please contact Margaret at the
FCC Office.

CAMP FLETCHER

Why not consider using your own
campsite for your next houseparty,
youth camp, retreat, conference or
study weekend? All Camp Fletcher
bookings are handled by the FCC
Office. The 2009 calendar is
filling fast. Don’t forget that FCC
Camps and Churches receive a
discount.

The Camp Fletcher Committee
would love to hear from
tradespeople or other skilled
workers who would be willing to
donate their time and expertise to
undertake some of the projects
that will improve the site. Your
help is needed!

The Camp Fletcher “BUY A
BRICK” campaign is an ongoing
project to improve the landscaping
alongside the campsite’s road.

Please forward your donation to
Camp Fletcher “Buy a Brick,” at the
FCC Office.
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Prayer Points

Please pray -

For those who are unwell: Hon. Mrs. Elaine Nile (NSW), Rev. Rod Casten (NSW),
Rev. David Saunders (UK), Rev. Nannie, Mrs. Awit and Mr. Symphony Castillo
(Philippines), Rev. Neville Blackhall (Queensland), Mrs. Chayne Turvey (Raceview)
and Pastor Allan Laurens (Wandong).

For our FCC churches without pastors

For the Church in Africa’s trouble-spots.

For those who suffer from the devastation caused by natural disasters, especially the
recent bushfires and floods in Australia, and those seeking to bring comfort and
relief to the survivors.

For rain in the large area of Australia still in drought.

For the government in Iraq as it deals with ongoing sectarian violence and the
rebuilding process.

For the plight of the persecuted church worldwide, especially the families of
Christian martyrs.

For the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The FCC Prayer Calendar for March is attached. Please distribute.

Coming Events

6-1 March (3rd, final weekend) July - dates to be confirmed

Katoomba Men'’s Convention FCC Junior Camp
Monday 2 March Friday 7 August
FCW Planning Meeting at Engadine FCW Planning Meeting at Leichhardt
6-8 March 21-23 & 28-30 August
FCW Houseparty Katoomba ‘Engage’ Convention

at Wollongong Leisure Centre 28-30 August

28 March FCW Craft Houseparty at Camp Fletcher
Apologetics Conference, SMBC 19-20 & 26-27 September
Thursday 9 - Monday 13 April Katoomba Women’s Convention

FCC Easter Camp (Youth) Thursday 1 — Sunday 3 October
Friday 10 —- Monday 13 April 33rd FCC Assembly

Katoomba Easter Convention Monday 5 - Thursday 8 October

17-19, 24-26 April & 1-3 May Pastorsod6 and Fami
Katoomba ‘KYCK’ Convention at Camp Fletcher
Friday 1 May Monday 2 November
FCW Planning Meeting at Padstow FCW Planning Meeting

Wednesday 17 June at Georges River
FCC Preaching Seminar, Bexley Thursday 26 November

FCW Christmas Dinner

A
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FCC Prayer Calendar - March 2009  rage:

Sunday 1

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Cessnock West Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Saipan & Guam (AssociatesO
Growth in our FCC Churches

Edna Nash (retired), Qld

Tuesday 3

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Engadine Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, South Africa
FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW
Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France

Thursday 5

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Goondiwindi Church, Qld

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom
FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee
Peter & Wendy Back (Language Study)

Saturday 7

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Hunters Hill Church & Retirement Village, NSW
WECF Member Country, USA

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong

Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW

Monday 9

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Kogarah Bay Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Brazil

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee
David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/USA

Wednesday 11

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Leichhardt Church, NSW

Angus Bristow Retirement Village, Narellan
WECF Member Country, Bulgaria

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW

Friday 13

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Miranda Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Canada

FCC Pastoral Relations Officer, Rev. Robert Aiken
Edna Nash (retired), Qld

Sunday 15

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Padstow Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, India (Manipur)
Growth in our FCC Churches

Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France

CEF = Child Evangelism Fellowship;
P1 = Partners International;
SIM = Serving In Mission;

WECF = World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship;

FM = France Mission;
SIL = Summer Institute of Linguistics/Wycliffe Bible Translators;
WEC = Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ;

Monday 2

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Sydney (Associate)
FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps

FCW Planning Meeting, Engadine

Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia

Wednesday 4

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Georges River Church & Macarthur’s Church, NSW
Fellowship of Congregational Women

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong

Friday 6

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Gresford Church, NSW

FCC Committee for World Mission
FCW Houseparty, Wollongong

Ruth Green (LL), Peru

Sunday 8

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Jannali Church, NSW

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong
Growth in our FCC Churches

Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW

Tuesday 10

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Kurri Kurri Church, NSW

FCC Executive Committee

FCC Social Services Committee

Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld

Thursday 12

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Manly Church, NSW

FCC Finance and Property Committee

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW

David & Gladys Strange (SIL, retired), NSW

Saturday 14

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Narellan Church, NSW

Angus Bristow Retirement Village, Narellan
FCC Ministry Committee

Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia

Monday 16

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Padstow Chinese Church, NSW

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee
Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong

LL = Latin Link;

YWAM = Youth With A Mission



FCC Prayer Calendar - March 2009 rage:

Tuesday 17

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Raceview Church, Queensland

WECF Member Country, Macedonia
FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW
Peter & Wendy Back (Language Study)

Thursday 19

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Richmond Church, Tas

WECF Member Country, Micronesia
FCC Camp Fletcher Committee

Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW

Saturday 21

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Salisbury Church (Bible Study), NSW
WECF Member Country, New Zealand
FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee
David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/lUSA

Monday 23

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Towradgi Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Northern Ireland
FCC Executive Committee

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW

Wednesday 25

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Waterloo Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Philippines
FCC Finance and Property Committee
Edna Nash (retired), Qld

Friday 27

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Wollongong Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Portugal

FCC Ministry Committee

Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France

Sunday 29
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Bexley Chinese Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Saipan & Guam (AssociatesO

Growth in our FCC Churches
Peter & Wendy Back (Language Study)

Tuesday 31

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Campsie Chinese Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, South Africa
FCC Camp Fletcher Committee

Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW

Thursday 2
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Sydney (Associate)

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom
FCC Executive Committee
David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/lUSA

Wednesday 18

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Revesby Church, NSW

FCC President, Rev. Hon. Fred Nile
Fellowship of Congregational Women
Ruth Green (LL), Peru

Friday 20

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Ryde Church, NSW

FCC General Secretary, Ps. Alan Best
FCC Committee for World Mission
Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW

Sunday 22

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Torrensville Church, SA

WECF President, Rev. A. Barry Jones (USA)
Growth in our FCC Churches

Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld

Tuesday 24

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Wandong Church, Vic

WECF Executive Committee

FCC Social Services Committee

David & Gladys Strange (SIL, retired), NSW

Thursday 26

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Waterloo Chinese Church, NSW

FCC Treasurer & Registrar, Mr. Phil Bevan
FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW

Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia

Saturday 28

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Bexley Church, NSW

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee
Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong

Monday 30

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Brassall Church, QId

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW
Fellowship of Congregational Women
Ruth Green (LL), Peru

Wednesday 1 APRIL

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Cessnock West Church, NSW

FCC Committee for World Mission
FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee
Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW

Friday 3

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Engadine Church, NSW

FCC Social Services Committee

FCC Finance and Property Committee
Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld



