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As you will discover as you read this issue, God is at work in, 

and through, the FCC and its churches.  
 

It was a great encouragement to see the Waterloo 

Congregational Church filled on Sunday, 7 June, for the 

ordination of Rev. Graeme Lee. The service was a 

celebration of Godõs calling and provision as friends from 

many places joined Graeme, wife Eileen and family, and the 

leadership and members of the Waterloo Chinese 

Congregational Church, whom Graeme has served as pastor 

for several years.  
 

Padstow Chinese Congregational Churchõs Rev. Dr. Dominic 

Ku and Mr. Geoffrey Liu led the service and provided 

translation.   
 

The Fellowshipõs President,  Rev. Hon. Fred Nile, conducted 

the ordination, its Pastoral Relations Officer, Rev. Robert 

Aiken, presented a statement on behalf of the FCC and its 

Ministry Committee and the General Secretary, Rev. Alan 

Best, brought the message. Other members of the ôOrdination 

Councilõ were Rev. Samson Chu (Campsie Chinese 

Congregational Church) and Rev. Michael Chu (Northern 

Districts Chinese Christian Church).  
 

The service included inspiring congregational singing and 

musical items by the choirs from Waterloo and Padstow 

Chinese Congregational Churches and Mrs. Esther Ku 

(Padstow Chinese).  
 

           Waterlooõs Choir               Geoffrey Liu        Graeme Lee  

Ordination  
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The Hunters Hill Congregational Community Church was filled on Sunday 21 June 

for the Induction of  Pastor Peter Atkins to the pastoral oversight of the church. 

Family, friends and representatives of other churches gathered for the occasion, 

including at least six FCC churches.  
 

The  induction was conducted by the Senior Minister, Rev. Len Kingston and a 

challenging message was brought by Rev. Peter Atkins , Pastor Peterõs father, an 

Anglican Minister from Tasmania. Taking Ephesians 3:8 as his text (which he had 

taken as the text for his own retirement message) he spoke about òPassion and 

Privilege in a Preacherõs Life.ó  
 

Enthusiastic congregational singing was led by Pastor Peter and the music team 

and Peter gave a clear and encouraging testimony of Godõs call on his life.  
 

  Len Kingston and Peter Atkins         Peter Atkins ð father and son  

 
Music Team vocalists  

 

 

 
Peterõs Induction was also highlighted by the presence of 

the latest and youngest member of the Hunters Hill Church 

family. The Fellowship extends its sincere congratulations to 

Peter and Reggie on the birth of their second son, Samuel 

Peter , on 2 June, a brother for Benjamin.  

 
The Fellowship also rejoices with Rebecca and Craig 

Merriman (Rebecca was formerly Caretaker -Manager at 

Camp Fletcher) on the birth of their second son, Thomas 

Kelvin on 30 May, a brother for Marcus.  

 

Induction  
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Vision õ09 

On Pentecost Sunday, 31 May, the Narellan Community Congregational 

Church held a special service titled, òOne People, One Placeó (Acts 2:1). The 

vision was to have every available member and adherent of the church present. 

While a few were unable to attend, nearly 150 gathered for an encouraging and 

inspiring service.  
 

Greetings were brought by the Senior Minister of the Hunters Hill Congregational 

Church (Narellanõs parent church), Rev. Len Kingston , and the FCC General 

Secretary. The message was brought by the churchõs minister, Rev. David 

Beasant and its excellent music team led the congregational singing.    

 
Also on Sunday 31 May, Padstow 

Chinese Congregational Church 

commenced an afternoon English as a 

Second Language ôConversation 

Classõ to assist members and adherents 

whose English skills need improving 

and as an outreach to young Chinese 

students. The participants are making 

good progress using interesting and 

appropriate ESL material prepared and 

distributed by Anglicare. (The FCC 

office has details of this material)  

 
The assistance sent by the FCC, its churches and individuals to the Wandong 

Congregational Church to assist residents affected by the February bushfires 

has risen to $16,637.  Giving to the  Dollar Habit  (1 July 2008 - 22 June 2009) 

stands at $17,702.08.  

 
The FCC Executive Committee is pleased to report that at two recent meetings it 

received significant recommendations from the Ministry Committee. 

Consequently, Lee Murray (Engadine) and John Gurney (Ryde) have been 

accepted as FCC Ministry Candidates.  
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Lee, who currently serves as part -time Youth Worker at Engadine, is studying at 

the Anglican Youthworks College at Loftus, and John is studying at the 

Presbyterian Theological Centre at Burwood.  

 
Ryde Congregational Church held a 

one-day Bible Conference at Camp 

Fletcher on Saturday 13 June.  
 

Church Secretary, Allan Rowe writes:  

Over recent years, some of our printing 

needs have been wonderfully met by the 

Lord through a Christian brother who lives 

in Lawson in the Blue Mountains. Sam is a 

retired missionary to the Australian 

Aborigines and he learned his printing 

skills while employed by Mission 

Publications Australia.  
 

During several visits to Sam and his wife, we learned that there were brethren living 

in that area who would really appreciate faithful expository Bible teaching such as 

that experienced by our congregation at Ryde.  
 

This resulted in our first one-day Bible Conference and our own growing church 

family rallied behind this venture by prayerful support and attendance. Camp 

Fletcherõs Mangers, Ben and Carolyn May, were very welcoming and helpful. Almost 

60 of our own congregation travelled up to the site and were joined by some 

brethren from local areas. While the mountain atmosphere was rather cold, the 

spiritual atmosphere was very warm as we joined together in Gospel fellowship 

around the Word of God.  
 

Our Pastor, Rev. Robert Aiken, ministered to us from 2 Timothy, the theme being, 

òLimited Resources ð Limitless God.ó While the title speaks for itself, it was clearly 

and ably supported by Robertõs faithful and skilful handling of Scripture.  
 

Another feature of the meetings was the introduction of five of our young men, all 

zealous for Gospel outreach. As well as open-air preaching, they engage in ôoneðto-

oneõ evangelism which includes Gospel tract distribution. 

 

 

    FCC Preaching Seminar 2009  
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On Wednesday 17 June, Rev. Mike Raiter , Principal of the Bible College of 

Victoria, presented the eighth Annual FCC Preaching Seminar, building on the 

great tradition already established by speakers over the past seven years.  
 

Participants from 11 churches, including nine FCC churches, were blessed, 

encouraged and challenged as Mike spoke about òThe Preacherõs Passionó and 

òGetting Practical ð Crafting the Sermon and Illustrations.ó While titled a 

Preaching Seminar, the evening was not only for those engaged in pulpit ministry 

and was very helpful for anybody who prepares Bible talks for any situation.  
 

Details for the 2010 Preaching Seminar will be announced in future issues.  

 
Last month it was reported that the Hunters Hill Congregational Church 

Retirement Village  was refitting its kitchen and had donated quality kitchen 

fittings and equipment to Camp Fletcher.  
 

The work at Hunters Hill is in its final stages. The kitchen (a section of which is 

shown below left) will come into use before the end of June and the beautifully 

refurbished dining room (right) is already in use.  

 
Rick Keuning (CEF) reports that a very successful course titled òChild 

Evangelism, The Basicsó was conducted on each Tuesday evening in May at the 

Georges River Congregational Church , with more than 20 attending every 

week.  
 

CEF is hosting three young Summer Vacation Missionaries from the  USA ( Emily 

19, Marley 19 and Katie,18) for a month, commencing  20 June. Each week they 

will be involved in Scripture Classes and Kids Club ministry. During their fourth, 

and last, week (13 -17 July) they will participate in a Vacation Bible Club at 

Miranda Congregational Church  each morning and a Club at Jannali 

Congregational Church  each afternoon. They fly back to the USA on Sunday 19 

July. 
 

Rick continues to conduct childrenõs ministry training seminars, preach, make 

deputation visits to churches, teach three Scripture classes each week and run a 

Kids Club on Thursdays at Jannali. Jane leads a Play Time group on Tuesday 

mornings at Jannali Congregational Church.  
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It is highly likely that Rick and Jane will have to move out of their current house 

early in 2010 and at this time they do not have a place to which they can move. Six 

months may seem a long way off, but they would value our prayers now for this 

situation.  

 
Manly Congregational Church reports that it has changed its Sunday morning 

service time from 9.00 am to 9.30 am . It is also holding an evening service on the 

second Sunday each month, commencing with dinner at 5.30 pm followed by the 

service at 6.30 pm. The church greatly appreciates the ministry of Rev. Jim 

Ferguson, who is serving as its Moderator, and the wonderful assistance being 

provided by his wife, Janelle.  

 
Brassall Congregational Church is pleased to report recent growth in the 

number regularly attending its Sunday Services and Miranda Congregational 

Church  is also pleased to report that seven people were received into 

membership at its last Church Members Meeting.  

 

A Vision õ09 Celebration and Challenge Dinner/Meeting is being planned by 

the Executive Committee for Friday 4 December . More details will be provided 

as they come to hand. Please place this date in your diaries now.   

 

As churches respond to the challenge of Vision õ09, it is hoped that regular 

reports will continue to be forwarded to the FCC office so the whole Fellowship 

can be challenged and encouraged. It would be very helpful if these reports 

included information about people and resources that have been useful to 

churches in their ministries.  Sharing this information will allow others to benefit 

from these experiences.  

 

Anny, Yun and Vincent, from Padstow Chinese Congregational Church who 

have been preparing diligently to go to China for the English Camp in July (see 

last issue), will not be able to do so this year. Because so many of the team were 

from countries where swine flu is widespread, including a large number from 

Canada and the USA, CNEC/Partners International, has deemed it necessary to 

cancel the camp rather than run the risk of an outbreak amongst the team or the 

hundreds of students that were planning to participate. It is hoped that another 

camp will be possible in 2010.  

Swine Flu Strikes  

 

The Fellowship expresses its sincere sympathy to the family and friends of         
Mr. Sid Green , who passed away on Monday 25 May.  Mr. Green worshipped at 
Miranda Congregational Church throughout his life, serving as a Deacon and its 
Secretary and Treasurer at various times.    

Sympathy  
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33rd FCC Assembly  
Youth Night  

6.00 pm, Saturday 26 September  

Miranda Congregational Church  

Speaker: Jim French  

(Vice -Principal,  Youthworks College)  

Band: Severn Mi Lord  

Barbecue; Cover Charge: $5  

 

Fellowship of Congregational Womenõs  

Coffee and Dessert Night  

7.30 pm, Thursday 1 October  

Padstow Congregational Church  
Speaker: Gary Jackel  

 

Pastorsõ, Missionaries and Studentsõ Meeting 

2.00 pm, Friday 2 October  

Miranda Congregational Church  
Speaker: Rev. Mike Plant  

General Secretary  

Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, UK  

 

Celebration Meeting  

7.30 pm, Friday 2 October  

Miranda Congregational Church  
Speaker: Rev. Ray Galea  

Senior Minister, St. Albanõs Anglican  

Multicultural Bible Ministry, Rooty Hill.  

 

Assembly Meeting - 9.00 am, Saturday 3 October  

Hunters Hill Congregational Church  
Speaker: Rev. Mike Plant  

 

Pastorsõ and Familiesõ Retreat 

Monday 5 to Thursday 8 October  

Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook  
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Mike Plant  
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Saturday LUNCH (sandwich, drink and fruit) will be 

provided for delegates who pre -book. Cost: $10, payable 

on the day.  Church Secretaries are asked to inform the FCC 

Office of the names of  those who require lunch, by no later 

than FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER.  

 

Church Secretaries and Committee Chairmen are advised that the closing 

date for nominations for President, Treasurer, Registrar and 

Committee Members, the names of Assembly Delegates and ALL 

reports is 31 July.   

 

Nominations should be forwarded to the Returning Officer, Mr. Ian 

Harvey (11 Garnet Road, Miranda, NSW, 2228). All other information 

should be forwarded to the FCC Office . 

 

Delegates should note that the Assembly commences on Friday evening 

and does not conclude until mid -afternoon on Saturday. Churches are 

urged to nominate delegates who can, and will, attend all meetings 

and remain for their duration.  

 

Each church is requested to prepare a list of the  names of members who 

have been called home since the last Assembly for the òAct of 

Remembranceó to be observed during the Celebration Meeting on Friday 

2 October.  These names must be with the General Secretary by 

MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER.  

 

City Mission Awareness Day  

The 2009 FCC City Mission Awareness Day will be held on 

Saturday 31 October at Engadine Congregational Church.  
 

Commencing with dinner at 6.30 pm ($16), it will 

feature the ministry of Wycliffe Bible Translators and 

the keynote speaker will be Robert Love, Wycliffeõs 

NSW Director.  
 

FCC Missionaries with Wycliffe, Jenny 

and David Rowe, will also be speaking 

during the evening.  
 

Please place this in your diary NOW  



 

9  July 2009 Congregational Communications 

                 WOLLONGONG  

                CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  
 

We are looking for a suitably qualified evangelical Christian to be our pastor. 

We seek someone whose primary gifting is pastoral.  

 A manse is available.  Preferred full -time.  
 

For further information and a copy of the church profile,  

contact Max Edwards or Jo Martin at:  info@wollongongcongchurch.org  

         Pastoral Vacancy  

    Triennial Meeting  
The 9th Triennial Meeting of the  

World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship  

will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,  

from Monday 7 to Friday 11 June, 2010.  

Accommodation and most meetings will be at the  

Plaza Copacabana Hotel (Near Copacabana Beach)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you think you might be able to attend, start planning NOW  

 

       CDS Available  
        Audio CDs of FCC Teaching Seminars are available from the office.  

The cost is $3 per CD plus postage . They include:  
 

òHealthy Ministry for Alló Seminar, by Rev. David Thurston (2 CDs) 

òRevitalising Churchesó Seminar by Rev. David Jones (2 CDs)  

òDeveloping Passionate Churchesó Seminar by Rev. Tim Meyers (2 CDs)  

Preaching Seminar, 2006, by Dr. Sam Chan (2CDs)  

Preaching Seminar #1, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Ian Smith (2 CDs)  

Preaching Seminar #2, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Andrew Shead (2 CDs)  

Preaching Seminar, 2008, by Jonathan Dykes (2 CDs)  

Preaching Seminar, 2009, by Rev. Mike Raiter (2CDs)  




