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FCC Preaching Seminar 2011 

Tuesday 22 February, 2011 
 

7.00 – 9.00 pm 
 

Bexley Congregational Church Hall 
 

Speaker: Dr. Malcolm Gill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Malcolm joined the Faculty of                                                          

Sydney Missionary and Bible College in 2009.  
Prior to this he was the Pastor of the Evening Congregation at  

St. Barnabas' Anglican Church, Broadway, in Sydney.  
Malcolm has his PhD in New Testament Studies from  

Dallas Theological Seminary, lectures in New Testament and  
serves as a member of the SMBC School of Preaching Faculty. 

 

Cost: $8 for Seminar and Supper 
Payable on the night 

 

Registrations Open: call the FCC Office                                                
(02) 9588 5128 or Email fcccong@bigpond.com  

 

DON‟T MISS THIS – REGISTER NOW! 
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Jannali Congregational Church is offering a great opportunity for you to have                                         
your childrenõs workers complete appropriate Child Protection Training with a 

qualified trainer, Mrs. Kerry Moss, from Miranda Congregational Church. 
 

When:   Saturday 12 February, 2011, 9am-2.30pm. 
 

Where:   Jannali Congregational Church  
3 Louise Street, Jannali 

 

Cost: $20 (includes course notes)  Morning tea and lunch will be provided. 
 

Please register by Sunday 6 February for catering purposes.   
To register, or for enquiries, please contact Pastor Cameron Douglas: 

pastorcameron@jannalicong.com.au    (02) 95283876 

Child Protection Training Opportunity 

Sympathy 
The Fellowship extends its deep sympathy to the family and friends of Mrs. Noeline Watt, Mrs Julie 

Williamson and Mr. Xiaojian Chen.    
 

Noeline Watt (formerly of Padstow Congregational Church), passed away on Thursday 
30 December, 2010. Noeline was a long-time member at Padstow where she served 
through music, the Ladiesõ Fellowship and in countless other ways. She was also very 
active in the Fellowship of Congregational Women which she served as President. 
Noeline and her husband, George, who served the FCC twice as President, were 

farewelled from Padstow on 1 November, 2009, before moving to a retirement village on the NSW 
Central Coast.   
 

Julie Williamson passed away on Sunday 23 January, 2011, after a lengthy illness. Julie was a 
faithful member of Miranda Congregational Church for approximately 25 years. She also made a 
wonderful contribution to the community through the Girl Guides Movement, serving as a leader  of 
Brownies, Guides and Ranger and as the Woolooware District Commissioner and the Patron of 
Caringbah Girl Guides.  
 

Xiaojian Chen passed away on Thursday 6 January, 2011. Xiaojian was a member of Padstow 
Chinese Congregational Church and a young man with a young family. His promotion to Glory 
following a short illness occurred just one month after his baptism on Sunday 5 December, 2010 (p 3).  

Please pray for the ministry of the FCC Salisbury 
Campsite, our FCC „Ministry in Focus, 2011.‟ 

 

Pray for the Salisbury Campsite Committee  
as it continues vital work to further develop the site.  

 

Pray for the steps being taken towards  
possible purchase of the site.  

Ministry in Focus 2011 

mailto:pastorcameron@jannalicong.com.au
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On the occasion of Padstow Chinese 

Congregational Church‟s Anniversary on 
Sunday 5 December, 2010 (the 11th 
Anniversary in its present location), members 
and friends from Waterloo Chinese 

Congregational Church joined in the 
celebration as the two churches shared a Believerõs Baptism Service, with 13 from Padstow (left) and 
5 from Waterloo (right) publicly professing their faith in this way.  

 
While rain forced Miranda Congregational Church to conduct its 
annual Carols Service indoors, it was still a great celebration of the 
real message of Christmas. There was a special segment for children 
to tell them of Godõs love-gift of His Son, Jesus, and joyful singing of 
traditional Christmas Carols that tell the wonderful story of His 
birth. Pictured: Mrs Ellie Buggs (wife of Mirandaõs Student Pastor, 
Adrian)  addressing the children. (from Our Congregational World ) 

 
On Sunday 26 December, 2010,  

Padstow Chinese Congregational Church 
farewelled its Senior Pastor,  

Rev. Dr. Dominic Ku (third from right in 
photo on left), his wife, Esther (pictured 
singing, right), and daughter, Beatrice.  

Dominic has returned to Malaysia to his 
former teaching position at the Malaysia 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Penang.  

Dominic and Estherõs son, Elliot, has remained in Sydney to continue his  
university studies; he is actively involved in youth leadership  

at Padstow Chinese Congregational Church and in the RICE movement. 

 
Campsie and Padstow Chinese 

Congregational Churches English-
speaking youth groups combined     
for their annual Summer Camp           

on 3-6 January, at Camp Fletcher.             
Led by an enthusiastic and    

committed team of young people, a 
great time was enjoyed by the forty 
members who attended the camp. 

The theme for the five messages and discussion groups was òDonõt Waste Your Lifeó (after the book 
with that title by John Piper) and the memory verses were Philippians 1:20-21. The speakers were 

two young university students ð Elliot Ku (Padstow Chinese) and Ivan Lee (Beverly Hills Baptist).  
(pictured left: campers on front steps of main hall; right: morning prayer meeting in the chapel)  

 
Kogarah Bay Congregational Church will conduct an Alpha Course, commencing on Sunday 20 

February at 5:30 pm. The Course will continue for the following ten weeks at the same time.  
(see flyer attached to this issue) 

           FCC Churches in Action 
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On Saturday 15 January, despite less than ideal weather, 
an enthusiastic and effective team gathered at Camp 
Fletcher for a working bee. The Camp Fletcher 
Committee and the site managers greatly appreciate the 
contribution of every person who attended.    

Camp Fletcher Working Bee 

Please note that the email address given for Merv and Thea Beare (Goondiwindi) was missing an 
important ôdotõ - their correct email address is: md.beare@bigpond.com.au 
 
Michael and Natalie Plaege and family have moved into their own home on the central coast.        
Their new address is: 42 Kilkenny Parade, Berkeley Vale, NSW, 2261.  

Yearbook Changes 

Calls Accepted 
Cessnock West Congregational Church is delighted to report that Pastor Steve Wood 

has accepted a call to serve as its minister from the beginning of February. 
  

Kurri Kurri Congregational Church is delighted to report that Rev. Richard Rennie  

has accepted a call to serve as its minister.  
After concluding his current pastoral ministry in Belfast, Northern Ireland,  

Richard and his wife, Mary, will arrive in Kurri Kurri by mid-June.  
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Pastor Brad Twining (Padstow) has started a ministry                              
for the men of Sydney churches and their friends.   

 

What ð Surf and coffee at Cronulla (also for those who fish) 

Where ð Meet outside Padstow Congregational Church, 59 Faraday Road, Padstow. 
(or you can arrange to meet Brad at Cronulla) 
When ð Every Saturday morning (except the last Saturday of the month) 
Time - 6am to approx. 9am.  We take our own cars or car pool.  
 

For further information, please contact Brad: (02) 9773 7462;  pastor@padstowcong.com  

Men‟s Ministry 

John Piper Visit 
Katoomba Christian Convention is delighted that John Piper, one of the giants of 
modern Christianity and the preaching pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, USA 
(where he has ministered for the past 29 years), and author of many books, 
including õDesiring Godõ and õDonõt Waste Your Life,õ will speak at the Engage 

Conference 2011 (for young workers) on Friday 26-Sunday 28 August and            
Friday 2-Sunday 4 September at Katoomba Christian Convention Centre.  
 
During the week between these conferences, he will present Oxygen 11: National Pastors‟ 
Conference (“Come Up For Air”), on Monday 29-Wednesday 31 August, at Australian Technology 

Park, Redfern (Sydney), for Christian leaders. This will be the first time a national pastorsõ 
conference has been arranged for Australia and it is a bold and wonderful initiative by the 
Katoomba Christian Convention Committee. It is being presented as a service to the Australian 
Church and the reason is clear: òStatistics tell the painful stories of more than 12,000 ex-pastors in 
Australia alone who have left church leadership in the context of stress or burnout. So many of these have 
suffered in the clash between expectations and reality. They have been put on a pedestal by others, and by 
themselves. Many of these expectations have been unrealistic. 
 

Fear, chaos and the fatigue of everyday life in Christian leadership has weighed them down. Today, it is 
estimated that close to 50% of active pastors are bordering on burnout. They are suffering from the same clash 
of expectations that so many ex-pastors have felt before.  
 

Oxygen 11 is the time to catch your breath and rediscover the joy of gospel ministry. . . An opportunity to 
come and have new life breathed into your ministry. Youõll hear John Piper, a man gifted by God to spread a 
passion for the supremacy of God among pastors, leaders, chaplains and their teams.ó (Oxygen 11 brochure)  
 
John Piper will speak each morning and evening of the conference, which commences on Monday 
morning and concludes at lunchtime on Wednesday. On Monday and Tuesday afternoon, delegates 
will have the opportunity to attend one of several elective sessions. These electives will aim to do 
three main things: resuscitate (helping you cope with the stresses of ministry), refresh (showing 
ways to be revitalised) and rediscover (your passion for gospel ministry). 
  
A large Public Event will be held at the Sydney Entertainment Centre on the evening of Wednesday 

31 August. If your church is within reasonable driving distance of Sydney, put this on your church 
calendar now and start planning to attend in large numbers.  
 

Take advantage of these great opportunities.  For updates, visit www.kcc.org.au  
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Australiaõs New Life Christian Newspaper has ceased publication after 72 years of faithful and 
effective ministry to the Christian community. Its final edition was distributed on 25 November, 
2010. The reason the newspaperõs board reluctantly took this decision was its lack of financial 
viability due to declining subscriptions; one significant reason for this was the ôpromotion to Gloryõ 
of many loyal supporters as each year passed.  
 

Founded by the late Eric Daley, the first editor, the newspaper has promoted Gospel ministry 
throughout its life, a stance that was maintained by each of its subsequent editors: John Coleman, 
Bob Thomas, Ross Prout, Helen Woodall and Bob Thomas again. Thank you New Life.  

Available from the FCC Office  
 

Open Bible Burning Heart  A Handbook for Preachers by Alan Harley. Published by the FCC 
 

The Congregationalist and His Origins by F. Graeme Smith. Published by the FCC and WECF 
 

Evangelical and Congregational  ôThe Principles of the Congregational Independentsõ prepared by 
the committee of the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches (EFCC) UK, from a draft by 
Gordon T Booth. Published by Quinta Press on behalf of the EFCC, UK 
 

Telling Another Generation Several Contributors: edited by Michael Plant and Alan Tovey. 
Published by the EFCC, UK 
 

A Manual of Congregational Principles by R. W. Dale. Published by Quinta Press 
 

Children of the Covenant by John Legg (Infant Baptism in the Congregational Tradition), booklet 
published by the EFCC, UK.   
 

West of Eden  A Christian Perspective of the New Age Movement by David McDowell. Published by 
Companion Press. 

CDs Available 
Audio CDs of FCC Teaching Seminars are available from the office.  

The cost is $3 per CD plus postage. They include: 
 

         òHealthy Ministry for Alló Seminar, by Rev. David Thurston (2 CDs) 

 

          òRevitalising Churchesó Seminar by Rev. David Jones (2 CDs) 

  

òDeveloping Passionate Churchesó Seminar by Rev. Tim Meyers (2 CDs) 

  

Preaching Seminar, 2006, by Dr. Sam Chan (2CDs) 
 

Preaching Seminar #1, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Ian Smith (2 CDs) 
 

       Preaching Seminar #2, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Andrew Shead (2 CDs) 
 

Preaching Seminar, 2008, by Jonathan Dykes (2 CDs) 
 

Preaching Seminar, 2009, by Rev. Mike Raiter (2CDs)  
 

Preaching Seminar, 2010, by Dr. Omar Djoeandy (1 CD)  

Publications Available 

Lengthy Ministry Ceases 
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Regular Reminders 
NACC, PHILIPPINES 

The National Association of Congregational 
Churches in the Philippines is seeking to 
purchase land in Zambales Province for a much
-needed Bible School. The cost is US$28,000. 

Many thanks to those who have forwarded 
funds for this project, but there is still a long 

way to  go – let‟s not give up now! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CAMP FLETCHER 
Why not consider using your own campsite for 
your next houseparty, youth camp, retreat, 
conference or study weekend? All Camp 
Fletcher bookings are handled by the FCC 
Office. The 2011 calendar is filling. Donõt 
forget that FCC Camps and Churches receive a 

discount.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Camp Fletcher Committee is always eager 
to hear from tradespeople or other skilled 
workers who would be willing to donate their 
time and expertise to undertake some of the 
projects that will continue to improve the site. 
Your help is needed and will be greatly 
appreciated!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE  YOUR 
COPY OF CONGREGATIONAL 

COMMUNICATIONS 
EMAILED? 

 

If you would prefer to have your copy of 
Congregational Communications emailed to 
you each month, join the growing number of 
readers who have made this choice by 
contacting Margaret at the FCC Office. 
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Sydney Missionary and Bible College conferences this year include:  
 

SMBC WOMEN‟S CONFERENCE 
õThe Good Lifeõ (Bible Talks from Matthewõs Gospel),  

on Saturday 12 March, 9.00 am to 3.15 pm, at SMBC Croydon.  
Speakers: Jenny Salt, Kirsty Robertson and Janet Riley. 

 

SMBC Centre for Preaching BIENNIAL PREACHING CONFERENCE 
ôPreaching the Songs of Israel,õ  

on 2-5 May, at SMBC Croydon and Ryde Anglican Function Centre 
(same conference, choice of venue) 

Speakers: Mike Bullmore, Dale Ralph Davis, Robert Amess,  
Kirk Patston, Stuart Coulton and Pierre Thielemans.  

 

For more information: visit www.smbc.com.au 

SMBC Training Opportunities 



 

 

 

Coming FCC Events 
 

Tuesday 22 February 
FCC Preaching Seminar, Bexley 

 
Monday 28 February 

FCW Planning Meeting, Padstow 
 

Friday 4 – Sunday 6 March 
FCW Houseparty, Wollongong Leisure Centre 

 
Thursday 21 – Monday 25 April  
FCC Easter Camp, Camp Fletcher 

 
Friday 6 May 

FCW Planning Meeting, Leichhardt 
 

Monday 4  - Friday 8 July 
FCC Junior Camp, Camp Fletcher 

 
Friday 5 August 

FCW Planning Meeting, Revesby 
 

Friday 26 – Sunday 28 August  
FCW Craft Houseparty, Camp Fletcher 

 
Thursday 22 – Saturday 24 September 

35th Annual FCC Assembly 
 

Monday 26 - Thursday 29 September 
FCC Pastorsõ and Familiesõ Retreat 

 
Saturday 29 October 

City Mission Awareness Day 
 

Monday 7 November 
FCW Planning Meeting, Georges River 
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Prayer Points 
Please pray - 
 
For those who are unwell or recovering from 
illness:  
Mrs. Hon. Elaine Nile (NSW), Rev. Rod Casten 
(NSW), Rev. Neville Blackhall (Queensland), Mrs. 
Jan Albutt (WEC Queensland), Mrs. Dulcie Bell 
(Brassall) and Pastor Allan Laurens (Wandong).  
Rev. David Saunders (UK), Rev. Nannie, Mrs. 
Awit and Mr. Symphony Castillo (Philippines).  
 
For FCC churches without pastors and for new 
pastors as they settle into their churches. 
 
For the Church in Africaõs trouble-spots.  
 
For those who suffer who suffer from the 
devastation caused by natural disasters around the 
world and those who seek to bring relief. 
 
For those areas recovering from recent flooding, 
especially in Queensland and Victoria, and those 
bringing relief to families in need.    
 
For the government in Iraq as it seeks to maintain 
order, deals with ongoing violence and undertakes 
the rebuilding process. 
 
For the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan and those 
who have lost loved ones in the fighting.  
 
For the plight of the persecuted Church 
worldwide, especially the families of Christian 
martyrs. 
 
For the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
 
 

The FCC Prayer Calendar for February                          
is attached.  Please distribute. 
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Reminder 
 

The General Secretaryõs office days are Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.  
If you plan to visit the office to see him, please call in advance in case he has  

a meeting elsewhere or has been called away for some other reason.    



 

 

Tuesday 1  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Salisbury Church, NSW (with Gresford) 

WECF Member Country,  South Africa 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee  

Rick and Jane Keuning (CEF Volunteer Workers), NSW 

Wednesday 2 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Torrensville Church, SA 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

David and Jenny Rowe (WBT), Benin/USA  

Thursday 3 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Towradgi Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee 

Brian and Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Friday 4 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Wandong Church, Vic 

FCC Committee for World Mission (Exec. Comm.) 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

Bob and Evelyn Prior (Sports Chaplaincy), Australia  

Saturday 5  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Waterloo Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, USA 

FCC Executive Committee 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW 

Sunday 6 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Waterloo Chinese Church, NSW 

FCC Social Services Committee  

Growth in our FCC Churches 

David and Gladys Strange (retired), NSW 

Monday 7 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Wollongong Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Brazil 

FCC Finance and Property  Committee  

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Tuesday 8 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Bexley Church, NSW 

FCC Treasurer and Registrar, Mr. Phil Bevan 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

Samuel and Coria Chan, Asia 

Wednesday 9 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Bexley Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Bulgaria 

FCC Ministry Committee 

Michael and Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Thursday 10 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Brassall Church, Qld 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong  

Friday 11 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Campsie Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Canada 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Ruth Green (LL), Peru  

Saturday 12 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Cessnock West Church, NSW 

FCC President, Rev. Hon. Fred Nile MLC 

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

Steve and Kaye Shooter (SIM), Benin 

Sunday 13 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Syd./Melb. (Associate) 

WECF Member Country, India (Manipur) 

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Rick and Jane Keuning (CEF Volunteer Workers), NSW 

Monday 14 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Engadine Church, NSW 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee 

FCC Committee for World Mission (Exec. Comm.) 

David and Jenny Rowe (WBT), Togo  

Tuesday 15 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Georges River Church and Macarthurôs Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Macedonia 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

Brian and Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Wednesday 16 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Goondiwindi Church, Qld 

WECF Executive Committee 

FCC Executive Committee 

Bob and Evelyn Prior (Sports Chaplaincy), Australia  

   CEF = Child Evangelism Fellowship;    FM  = France Mission;    LL  = Latin Link;     

 WBT  = Wycliffe Bible Translators;     

 SIM  = Serving In Mission;    WEC = Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ; 

 WECF = World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship;     YWAM  = Youth With A Mission 
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Thursday 17 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Gresford Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Micronesia  

FCC Social Services Committee 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW  

Friday 18 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Hunters Hill Church and Retirement Village, NSW 

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

David and Gladys Strange (retired), NSW 

Saturday 19 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Jannali Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, New Zealand 

FCC Ministry Committee 

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Sunday 20 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Kogarah Bay Church, NSW 

FCC Pastoral Relations Officer, Rev. Robert Aiken 

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Samuel and Coria Chan, Asia 

Monday 21 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Kurri Kurri Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Northern Ireland 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

Michael and Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Tuesday 22 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Leichhardt Church, NSW 

FCC General Secretary, Rev. Alan Best 

FCC Preaching Seminar, Bexley 

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong  

Wednesday 23 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Manly Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Philippines 

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee 

Ruth Green (LL), Peru  

Thursday 24 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Miranda Church, NSW 

FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW 

Fellowship of Congregational Women 

Steve and Kaye Shooter (SIM), Benin 

Friday 25  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Narellan Church & Angus Bristow Retirement Village  

WECF Member Country, Portugal 

FCC Camp Fletcher Committee  

Rick and Jane Keuning (CEF Volunteer Workers), NSW 

Saturday 26   
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Padstow Church, NSW 

FCC Committee for World Mission (Exec. Comm.) 

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee 

David and Jenny Rowe (WBT), Togo 

Sunday 27 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Padstow Chinese Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Saipan & Guam (Associates)  

Growth in our FCC Churches 

Brian and Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld 

Monday 28 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Raceview Church, Queensland 

FCC Executive Committee  

FCW Planning Meeting, Padstow 

Bob and Evelyn Prior (Sports Chaplaincy), Australia  

Tuesday 1 MARCH  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Revesby Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, Samoa, CCJS (Provisional) 

FCC Social Services Committee 

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW  

Wednesday 2  
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Richmond Church, Tas 

WECF President, Rev. Alan Best  

FCC Finance and Property Committee 

David and Gladys Strange (retired), NSW 

Thursday 3 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Ryde Church, NSW 

WECF Member Country, South Africa 

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW 

Edna Nash (retired), Qld 

Friday 4 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Salisbury Church, NSW (with Gresford)  

FCC Ministry Committee 

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong 

Samuel and Coria Chan, Asia 

Saturday 5 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Torrensville Church, SA 

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom 

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong 

Michael and Catherine Brooks (FM), France 

Sunday 6 
My Church, Pastor and Leadership Team 

Towradgi Church, NSW 

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps 

FCW Houseparty, Wollongong  

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong  

FCC Prayer Calendar - February 2011     Page 2 


