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FCC VISION                              

To be a                               

dynamic                              

fellowship of               

evangelical          

churches, with                

each Church                    

effectively                         

reaching its                 

local community               

with the Gospel                

and collectively,                 

impacting our                      

nation and the            

world for Christ.  

Congregational  

Communications  
 

December 2010 -January 2011  
 

Edited by the FCC General Secretary, Alan Best.  

FCC Preaching Seminar 2011 

Tuesday 22 February, 2011 
 

7.00 ð 9.00 pm 
 

Bexley Congregational Church Hall  
 

Speaker: Dr. Malcolm Gill  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Malcolm joined the Faculty of                                                          

Sydney Missionary and Bible College in 2009.  
Prior to this he was the Pastor of the Evening Congregation at  

St. Barnabas' Anglican Church, Broadway, in Sydney.  
Malcolm has his PhD in New Testament Studies from  

Dallas Theological Seminary, lectures in New Testament and  
serves as a member of the SMBC School of Preaching Faculty . 

 

Cost: $8 for Seminar and Supper  
Payable on the night  

 

PLEASE PLACE THIS IN YOUR CHURCH CALENDAR NOW  
 

Registrations Open: call the FCC Office (02) 9588 5128  
or email fcccong@bigpond.com  
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The 2010 FCC City Mission Awareness 
Day was held on Saturday 30 October, at 
Ryde Congregational Church, with six 
FCC churches represented. It was widely 
described òone of the best ever,ó due to the 
warmth of the host church, great 
fellowship over dinner and a wonderful 
list of speakers: Karen Edmondson 

(Miranda Congregational Church) who 
reported on her recent short-term mission 
trip to Uganda, and a team from SIM, led 
by Bob Cole, the NSW Ministry Director.  
The team members were Angela Clapham , 
heading to Malawi to serve as SIMõs ôHope 
For Aidsõ Regional Coordinator; David 

and Christine Jeyachandran , heading to 
Arequipa, Peru (where Ruth Green serves 
with Latin Link) to serve in university 
ministry; and the keynote speakers, Jason 

and Leng Hazell , on Home Assignment 
from Niger, in West Africa, where Jason 
teaches in a Bible College and Leng home 
schools their children and trains workers 
in the local hospital, having previously 
taught nursing at the University of 
Sydney. 
 

 
 

FCC Mission Awareness Day  

From Left: Karen, Bob, Angela, Christine, David  
(with baby Samuel), Leng and Jason.    

Christmas Greetings  
Warm Christmas Greetings from Alan and Margaret at the FCC Office.  

 

We pray that this Christmas season will be a                                                                                 
time of rich blessing in every FCC church.  

 

It has been a pleasure to serve you through another year.  
 

Special thanks to those who have provided text and photographs to  
enable us to keep the FCC family and our wider readership  

informed of the things God is doing in our churches.  
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Hunters Hill Congregational Church recently conducted a Card 
Making Day at its Retirement Village, allowing the church members 
to establish relationships with the Village residents and impact their 
lives with the Gospel in a relaxed environment.  (pictured right)  
 
On Saturday, 23 October, Miranda Congregational Churchõs Craft 
Group held a òChristmas is Comingó Craft Day with 47 ladies 
enjoying a great day of creativity and fellowship with a devotional 
message at lunchtime.  
 
The Georges River, Padstow and Revesby Congregational Churches organised a Combined (East 

Hills District) Churches Service for the afternoon of Sunday 30 October, to which  other churches 
were invited. The service was held in the Padstow Congregational Church and the speaker was 
Pastor Brad Twining (below), minister of the host church. Brad presented his testimony of Godõs 
amazing grace as he was called from his life as an atheist to become a believer serving in ministry. 
The congregation included members of Georges River, Padstow, Padstow Chinese and Revesby 
Congregational Churches and the pastor of the evangelical Padstow Uniting Church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several FCC churches have once again prepared gift shoeboxes for the Samaritanõs Purse 
ôOperation Christmas Childõ Shoebox Appeal, including the Hunters Hill, Jannali, Kogarah Bay, 

Manly, Miranda, Padstow Chinese and Revesby Congregational Churches . 320 shoeboxes were 
prepared by these churches.  
 

Padstow Congregational Church has also made a wonderful contribution by sending articles for the 
Shoebox Appeal to the Samaritanõs Purse Warehouse, during a year-long project, as Gladys Host  

reports: Padstow Congregational Ladies Fellowship has been very busy all year knitting, sewing and 
preparing goods for Operation Christmas Child gift boxes. At our monthly working bees we fill pencil cases, 
marble bags and wrap soap in face washes. We also finish-off the hundreds of toys and beanies we have knitted 
at home. This year we have sent 2,320 articles to the warehouse and we thank and praise God for enabling us 
and providing for us to do this. Our working bee is followed by lunch and a time of prayer and fellowship. We 
thank our Heavenly Father for His help and faithfulness to us all throughout the year.  
 

In 2009, Samaritanõs Purse teams in Australia and New Zealand delivered over 300,000 gift-filled 

shoe boxes to South East Asia and the South Pacific, and globally, Samaritanõs Purse distributed an 
estimated 8.5 million shoe boxes to children in 105 countries. As each shoe box gift is delivered, it is 
treasured by the child that receives it and is a lasting reminder that he or she is precious to God. 

Churches in Action  
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Below: Left ð ôShoebox Dedicationõ on Sunday, 31 October, at Padstow Chinese Congregational 
Church.  
Right ð Shoeboxes prepared by Revesby Congregational Church  

 
Ryde Congregational Church has been busy during November, having hosted the Mission 
Awareness Day on the last weekend of October.  
 

The month commenced with a Reformation Sunday Service on the 7th, for which the guest speaker 
was Rev. Todd Stanton from St. Johnõs Park Baptist Church.  
  
This was followed by the churchõs annual ôEnd of Year Dinnerõ on Friday 12th, at The Gables 
Restaurant, Lidcombe, and its 42nd Church Anniversary Service on Sunday 14th, with guest 
speaker, Pastor James Hogg, formerly the minister at Stanmore Baptist Church.  

Rick has been very unwell and will visit a specialist in December regarding ongoing bronchial 
problems. Nathanael has also suffered from a virus that produced a rash all over his skin. 
 

Despite missing other activities, including the recent Child Protection Course and the weekly Good 
News Club at Carramar, Rick managed to attend the IgniteNQ conference in Townsville. More than 
100 attended the conference and Rick had more than 30 people attend his workshops. 
 

23 November ð 4 December: During these two weeks Rick will be teaching the ôTeaching Children 
Effectively Level 2õ course for the first time. This will be with Jan Johnston, the Asia-Pacific CEF 
Director of Training. Jan will be the main instructor with Rick assisting. Jan is also teaching the CEF 
ôTeaching Preschoolersõ course on 6 ð10 December. This is a great course for anyone who works 
with, or wants to work with, 2 -5 year olds. Please contact Rick if you are interested or would like 
more information for yourself or someone you know.  
 

As well as his role as Child Evangelism Fellowshipõs NSW Field Worker, Rick serves as the Minister 
of the Leichhardt Congregational Church where he preaches most Sunday mornings, and Jane has a 
daily ministry to their three children. For more information, including ways you can support Rick 
and Jane in their ministry, please contact Rick at: rick@cefaus.org.au   (CEF Field Worker, NSW) . 

From Rick and Jane Keuning  
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The Executive Committee is pleased to announce that in response to  
an application from the FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee, the                                                                                    

Salisbury Campsite will be the FCC ôMinistry in Focusõ for 2011.  
 

Please continue to pray for Camp Fletcher, the FCC 
ôMinistry in Focusõ for 2010, for that is always needed.  
 

As 2011 commences, we will concentrate our 
attention on the work at Salisbury, especially 
through prayer.  
 

There will also be other opportunities for involvement 
as the committee keeps us informed of its progress.  
For further details, please contact the FCC Office.  

Working Bee  
 

Where: Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook  
 

When: Saturday 15 January, 2011 
 

Who: For willing workers of all ages and ability  
 

What: A range of suitable tasks will be available  
 

Come along and ômake a day of itõ  
Enjoy the campsiteõs beautiful location   

Enjoy working together and make a difference to your campsite  
Impact many lives through ôyour centre for ministryõ 

Ministry in Focus 2011  

Child Protection Training Opportunity  
Jannali Congregational Church is offering a great opportunity for you to have                                         
your childrenõs workers complete appropriate Child Protection Training with a 

qualified trainer, Mrs. Kerry Moss, from Miranda Congregational Church.  
 

When: Saturday 12 February, 2011, 9am-2.30pm. 
 

Where: Jannali Congregational Church  
3 Louise Street, Jannali 

 

Cost:  $20 (includes course notes)  Morning tea and lunch will be provided.  
 

Please register by Sunday 6 February for catering purposes.   
To register, or for enquiries, please contact Pastor Cameron Douglas:  

pastorcameron@jannalicong.com.au   (02) 95283876 

mailto:pastorcameron@jannalicong.com.au
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Pastor Brad Twining (Padstow) is starting a men's ministry                             
for the men of Sydney churches and their friends  

 

What: Surf and coffee at Cronulla (also for those who fish)  
Where: Meet outside Padstow Congregational Church,  

59 Faraday Road, Padstow (or you can arrange to meet Brad at Cronulla) 
When: Every Saturday morning (except the last Saturday of the month) 

Time: 6am to approx. 9am    We take our own cars or car pool  
 

For further information, please contact Brad: (02) 9773 7462;  pastor@padstowcong.com 
 

FCC Menõs Ministry Co-ordinators are reminded that the Camp Fletcher Booking Office                          
has allocated Camp Fletcher to menõs groups for the second weekend of the 

2011 Katoomba Menõs Convention (ôLiving Outside the GardenñMen Facing Temptationõ),                            
on Friday 25 ð Saturday 26 February.  Contact the Booking Office (02) 9588 5128                                         

for further details and to make your booking soon.  

Menõs Ministry 

Katoomba Christian Convention is very pleased to announce that John Piper, the 
Preaching Pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church, USA, and author of many books, 
including õDesiring Godõ and õDonõt Waste Your Life,õ will speak at both weekends 
of the Engage Conference 2011 (for young workers) on Friday 26-Sunday 28 

August and Friday 2-Sunday 4 September (identical content each weekend) at 
Katoomba Christian Convention Centre.  
 

During the week between these conferences, he will present Oxygen 11: National Pastorsõ 
Conference, on Monday 29 -Wednesday 31 August, at Australian Technology Park, Sydney, for 
pastors, ministry staff, students, occasional preachers, lay workers, chaplains, Scripture teachers 
(etc).  
 

A large Public Event will be held at the Sydney Entertainment Centre on the evening of Wednesday 

31 August.  
 

Take advantage of these great opportunities.  For updates, visit www.kcc.org.au  

John Piper Visit  

Cessnock West Congregational Church  
is looking for a Pastor  

 
For more information and an application package, please contact  

the Church Secretary:  Mr. Scott Field, c/- PO Box 103W,                                                       
Cessnock West, NSW 2325.   Ph: (02) 4930 8797   

Website: www.cessnockcongregationalchurch.com.au     
Email: westccong@gmail.com  

 
"We are a family friendly, Bible based church where you are welcome."  
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Our boys have been thriving since college began in August. As well as taking a full load of classes, 
Brian has two jobs and wants to reimburse us what we paid for his first semester. Mark is enjoying 
aviation (in a simulator), mechanics and Bible classes. Recently he served as tour guide for a friend 
and his dad when they came to check out the college. 
 

Cheered by our boysõ growth, we are now starting to flap our own wings in preparation for leaving 
the empty nest for Africa in mid -January. We now have a destination: Lome, Togo, where we worked 
from 1988 to 2002. The director of SILõs* work in the countries of Togo and Benin has invited us to 
join the administration team ð Dave helping people use their computers effectively and me (Jenny) in 
leadership. He wrote, òWe are at a significant point in the history of SIL. We need people with your 
skills, and preferably with your level of experience, who can help us through this critical time.ó 
 

After learning the ropes for six months, Iõll be acting director for a year. In addition to serving my 
colleagues, Iõll relate to local leaders of partner organizations (Wycliffe Togo, Wycliffe Benin and 
others), working together to plan for Bible translation and language development in the two 
countries. It was encouraging to hear the director say, òI think you have the respect and trust of our 
partners and the ability to lead.ó We are confident God led us to this assignment, but we feel the 
weight of responsibility and are grateful for your prayer support! I have a lot to learn in the months 
ahead. 
 

Hereõs an enticing thought: òEveryone needs a group fellowship in which the group is in a conspiracy 
of love to make and keep each member the best person he is capable of being.ó (E. Stanley Jones, A 
Song of Ascents) 
 

Thank you for conspiring to love us!  
Jenny  
 

*SIL is a strategic partner of Wycliffe Bible Translators.  
(Jenny also included this great reminder of past times. Ed.) 

From David and Jenny Rowe  

The FCC Welfare Officer for the Social Services Committee,  
Mrs. Judy Van Vorst , has a new email address:  

jmvanvorst@bigpond.com  

Yearbook Change 
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Regular Reminders  
NACC, PHILIPPINES  

The National Association of Congregational 
Churches in the Philippines is seeking to 
purchase land in Zambales Province for a much
-needed Bible School. The cost is US$28,000. 

Many thanks to those who have forwarded 
funds for this project, but there is still a long 

way to  go ð letõs not give up now! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CAMP FLETCHER  
Why not consider using your own campsite  for 
your next houseparty, youth camp, retreat, 
conference or study weekend? All Camp 
Fletcher bookings are handled by the FCC 
Office. The 2011 calendar is filling. Donõt 
forget that FCC Camps and Churches receive a 

discount.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Camp Fletcher Committee is always eager 
to hear from tradespeople or other skilled 
workers who would be willing to donate their 
time and expertise to undertake some of the 
projects that will continue to improve the site. 
Your help is needed and will be greatly 
appreciated!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE  YOUR 
COPY OF CONGREGATIONAL 

COMMUNICATIONS 
EMAILED?  

 

If you would prefer to have your copy of 
Congregational Communications emailed to 
you each month, join the growing number of 
readers who have made this choice by 
contacting Margaret at the FCC Office. 
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Open Bible Burning Heart  A Handbook for Preachers by Alan Harley. Published by the FCC  
 

The Congregationalist and His Origins by F. Graeme Smith. Published by the FCC and WECF 
 

Evangelical and Congregational  ôThe Principles of the Congregational Independentsõ prepared by 
the committee of the Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches (EFCC) UK, from a draft by 
Gordon T Booth. Published by Quinta Press on behalf of the EFCC, UK 
 

Telling Another Generation Several Contributors: edited by Michael Plant and Alan Tovey. 
Published by the EFCC, UK 
 

A Manual of Congregational Principles by R. W. Dale. Published by Quinta Press 
 

Children of the Covenant  by John Legg (Infant Baptism in the Congregational Tradition), booklet 
published by the EFCC, UK.   
 

West of Eden  A Christian Perspective of the New Age Movement by David McDowell. Published by 
Companion Press. 

Publications Available from the FCC  


