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FCCVISION

To be a dynamic
fellowship of
evangelical
churches, with
each Church
effectively reaching
its local community
with the Gospel
and collectively,
impacting our
nation and the
world for Christ.

Vision ‘09

Congregational

Wandong Update

In the March issue, we reported the number of deaths in Wandong as five, this
being the latest information we had at the time of writing. This number has
risen dramatically. The Wandong Congregational Church Secretary writes:

Many thanks for your support and prayers, especially over the past few weeks
with the current fire devastation that we have seen. In Wandong alone there
were 30 houses and 16 lives lost through the fires. Praise God that the wind
changed at the last moment, and the fire was generally diverted around the
outskirts of Wandong or we would not be writing this letter to you
today. Through all the devastation, we can see God at work. Here are some
examples:

Two of our church members had the fire reach the back doorstep of their
house, yet it was saved, although a few repairs are needed. One of these
people, Kim, was putting out spot fires on her property when a man drove into
her driveway and gave her a big hug. Kim was surprised and returned the hug
and then asked the stranger who he was. The man replied, “I have just driven
two hours from Banella to see if you were OK. | was the man who water
bombed your house when | noticed that you and your house were in danger
when your pine trees started to burn!”

My husband, Michael, and I had some friends come down from Kinglake to
help us defend our property against the fire. Praise God that they were
stopped at a road block and sent home. Soon afterwards, their property came
under threat from the fire yet they were able to save their house and sheds,
only suffering paddock and fencing loss! If they had gotten through to help us
then they would have lost their own house!

The CFA volunteers have done a wonderful job, and its also great to see
everyone in the town helping and supporting one another.

Thank you for your financial support, which will go towards aiding people to
rebuild their lives. We could not do what we do down here without your
prayer and financial support! We will keep you updated on our progress.

On a happier note, we had six people baptised last Sunday and several new
people visited the church! Even in the midst of the destruction, God is still
working and moving in people’s lives.

Mrs. Kylie McDonald (for Pastor Allan Laurens and the congregation)
At the time of printing, the FCC Social Services Committee and the FCC

Treasurer have forwarded a total of $15,537 to the Wandong Church to
enable it to assist those in need. Thank you for your generosity.



Photographs to Encourage

Baptism at Wandong (see page 1)
The above ground pool that would have been used
for the baptisms was destroyed in the fires.

Cessnock West Congregational Church, |
1922 — still reaching out. (see last issue) §

* Students from Bishop Tyrrell Anglican
College rehearse for the 2008 Carols
Service, Cessnock West (see last issue)
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In 2008, Rev. Con and Mrs. Leonie
Despinidic celebrated 20 years of
ministry at Cessnock West.

Sympathy

The Fellowship extends its deep sympathy to the family and friends of Rev. Noel Fraser,
one of our FCC Ministers, who passed away on 13 March, 2009, after a lengthy illness.
A Thanksgiving Service was held at Ashmore on the Gold Coast, on Wednesday 25 March.
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Country Mission Awareness Day

6.30 pm, Sunday 5 April, 2009
commencing with a Fellowship Tea at 5.00 pm

Kurri Kurri Congregational Church.

Speaker: Ruth Green, Latin Link, Peru.

33rd FCC Assembly Speakers

The Keynote Speakers for this year’s 33rd Assembly Meetings will be:

Rev. Ray Galea

Senior Minister, St. Alban’s Anglican
Multicultural Bible Ministry, Rooty Hill.
Celebration Meeting - Friday 2 October
Miranda Congregational Church

Rev. Mike Plant

General Secretary, Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, UK
Pastors’ Meeting - Friday 2 October, Miranda Congregational Church
Assembly Meeting - Saturday 3 October,

Hunters Hill Congregational Church

Pastors’ and Families’ Retreat - Monday 5 to Thursday 8 October

FCC Assembly Youth Night
Saturday 26 September, 2009

(NB. the weekend before the rest of the Assembly Meetings)

Miranda Congregational Church
Speaker: Jim French
(Vice-Principal,

Youthworks College)

Band: Severn Mi Lord

Barbecue

Cover Charge: $5
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Attention ALL Churches!

A vital question for ALL churches from the
FCC Treasurer, Mr. Phillip Bevan:

oHave you reviewed ALL of your
to ensure that they are adequat

Pastoral Vacancy (late 2009).

WOLLONGONG bttt

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

We are looking for a suitably qualified evangelical Christian to be our pastor.
We seek someone whose primary gifting is pastoral.
A manse is available. Preferred full-time.

For further information and a copy of the church profile,
contact max Edwards or Jo Martin: info@wollongongcongchurch.org

Church in Focus

The Campsie Chinese Congregational Church has
purchased a property at 232 Burwood Road,
Croydon Park, at the end of Fifth Avenue, Campsie.

Please pray for the church as it continues to raise funds and finalise
its financial arrangements before the property settlement in late May.

Please pray for the ensuing applications to Council for alteration and
renovation of the property before it can be used for worship services.

Help Urgently Needed

Mrs. Awit Castillo (NACC Philippines/Caring Community Inc.) writes:

“Please pray with us. We are in earnest to re-open the Caring
Learning Center in New Taugtog. We need at least $US200/month
for the teacher’s salary, utilities, books and other materials.”
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Church Planting Conference

The idea of establishing a National Church Planting Network is moving
into action and a National Church-Planting Conference
is being planned for 25th-26th June, 2009, in Sydney.

Rev. Martin Morgan is leading the preparations for this event.
More details will be provided as they become available.

CDS Available

Audio CDs of FCC Teaching Seminars are available from the office.
The cost is $3 per CD plus postage. They include:

“Revitalising Churches” Seminar by Rev. David Jones (2 CDs)
“Developing Passionate Churches” Seminar by Rev. Tim Meyers (2 CDs)
Preaching Seminar, 2006, by Dx. Sam Chan (2CDs)

Preaching Seminar #1, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Ian Smith (2 CDs)
Preaching Seminar #2, 2007, by Rev. Dr. Andrew Shead (2 CDs)
“Evangelistic Preaching,” 2008, by Jonathan Dykes (2 CDs)
“Healthy Ministry for All,” 2009, by Rev. David Thurston (2 CDs)

Preaching Seminar

The Eighth Annual FCC Preaching Seminar will be held at
71.00 pm on Wednesday 17 June, at Bexley.

Speaker: Rev. Mike Raiter
Principal of the Bible College of Victoria.

For ANYBODY who teaches or preaches from the Bible.
Vision ‘o9
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Anniversary Service

To mark the 50th Anniversary of the
1959 Billy Graham Sydney Crusade,
the Anglican Diocese, Sydney,
is planning a special
Service of Thanksgiving and Praise at
St. Andrew’s Anglican Cathedral,

George Street, Sydney,
on Saturday 9th May at 2.00pm.

The preacher will be the Archbishop of Sydney,
The Most Rev. Dr. Peter Jensen.

National Day of Thanksgiving

,\L Thanking God . . . Thanking each other

National Day of S

Thanksgiving | The National Day of Thanksgiving was initiated by the Australian Prayer
thMay 2009 | Network and launched by the Governor General in 2004, with the
endorsement of the Prime Minister and Leader of the Opposition. It is designed to
encourage Australians to express thanks to God and to others who have contributed
positively to their lives or their communities during the previous twelve months.

This year’s National Day of Thanksgiving will be held on Saturday 30 May and the
emphasis will be on thanking elected leaders in Federal, State and Local Government
and other people who impact communities such as leaders in business, health, education,
community organisations and public service.

The FCC Office has received information about this opportunity which can be made
available to churches; otherwise, you can visit www.thanksgiving.org.au

Vision ‘09
The Executive Committee has initiated Vision ’09 in the desire to see all of our churches
experience a renewed understanding of God'’s vision for themselves and the FCC, and
step out in His power to reach their local communities with the Gospel and together,
impact our nation and the world for Christ. Its prayer is that personal faith and
commitment to God and His Word, evangelism, church growth and church planting will
be the heartbeat of every FCC church in 2009.

It would be a great encouragement to the whole Fellowship if churches provided stories
of blessings that have been received and activities that are being planned for coming
months — please send your articles to fcccong@bigpond.com
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Regular Reminders

NACC, PHILIPPINES

The National Association of
Congregational Churches in the
Philippines is seeking to purchase
land in Zambales Province for a
much-needed Bible School. The
cost is US$28,000. Many thanks to
those who have forwarded funds
for this project (including
generous donations during
2008), but there is still a long way
to go.

WOULD YOU LIKE
YOUR COPY OF
“CONGREGATIONAL
COMMUNICATIONS”
EMAILED?

If you would prefer to have your

copy of the Congregational
Communications emailed to you
each month in living colour,
please contact Margaret at the
FCC Office.

CAMP FLETCHER

Why not consider using your own
campsite for your next houseparty,
youth camp, retreat, conference or
study weekend? All Camp Fletcher
bookings are handled by the FCC
Office. The 2009 calendar is filling
fast. Don’t forget that FCC Camps
and Churches receive a discount.

The Camp Fletcher Committee is
eager to hear from tradespeople or
other skilled workers who would
be willing to donate their time and
expertise to undertake some of the
projects that will improve the site.
Your help is needed!

The Camp Fletcher “BUY A
BRICK” campaign is an ongoing
project to improve the landscaping
alongside the campsite’s road.

Please forward your donation to
Camp Fletcher “Buy a Brick,” at the
FCC Office.
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Prayer Points

Please pray -

For those who are unwell: Hon. Mrs. Elaine Nile (NSW), Rev. Rod Casten (NSW),
Rev. David Saunders (UK), Rev. Nannie, Mrs. Awit and Mr. Symphony Castillo
(Philippines), Rev. Neville Blackhall (Queensland), Mrs. Chayne Turvey (Raceview)
and Pastor Allan Laurens (Wandong).

For our FCC churches without pastors.
For the Church in Africa’s trouble-spots.

For those who suffer from the devastation caused by natural disasters, especially the
recent bushfires and floods in Australia, and those seeking to bring comfort and
relief to the survivors - including our church at Wandong.

For rain in the large area of Australia still in drought.

For the government in Iraq as it deals with ongoing sectarian violence and the
rebuilding process.

For the plight of the persecuted church worldwide, especially the families of
Christian martyrs.

For the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The FCC Prayer Calendar for April is attached. Please distribute.

Coming Events

Sunday 5 April 28-30 August
Country MAD, Kurri Kurri FCW Craft Houseparty

Thursday 9 - Monday 13 April at Camp Fletcher
FCC Easter Camp (Youth) 19-20 & 26-27 September
Friday 10 - Monday 13 April Katoomba Women’s Convention

Katoomba Easter Convention Thursday 1 - Sunday 3 October

11-19, 24-26 Kpril & 1-3 May 33rd FCC Assembly
Katoomba ‘KYCK’ Convention Monday 5 - Thursday 8 October
Friday 1 May Pastorso and Fami
FCW Planning Meeting at Padstow at Camp Fletcher

Wednesday 17 June Saturday 31 October
FCC Preaching Seminar, Bexley City MAD

Monday 20 - Friday 24 July Monday 2 November
FCC Junior Camp FCW Planning I\/_Ieetlng

at Georges River

Friday 7 August

FCW Planning Meeting at Leichhardt Thursday 26 November
FCW Christmas Dinner
21-23 & 28-30 August

Katoomba ‘Engage’ Convention

April 2009 Congregational Communications



Wednesday 1 Thursday 2

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Cessnock West Church, NSW Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Sydney (Associate)
WECF Member Country, United Kingdom FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee

FCC Committee for World Mission FCC Executive Committee

Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/USA

Friday 3 Saturday 4

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Engadine Church, NSW Georges River Church & M
WECF Member Country, USA FCC Finance and Property Committee

FCC Social Services Committee FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW

Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW

Sunday 5 Monday 6

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Goondiwindi Church, Qld Gresford Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Brazil FCC Ministry Committee

Growth in our FCC Churches FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps
David & Gladys Strange (SIL, retired), NSW Edna Nash (retired), Qld

Tuesday 7 Wednesday 8

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Hunters Hill Church & Retirement Village, NSW Jannali Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Bulgaria FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW
FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee Fellowship of Congregational Women
Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France

Thursday 9 Friday 10

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Kogarah Bay Church, NSW Kurri Kurri Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Canada Good Friday Services

FCC Easter (Youth) Camp, Hazelbrook FCC Easter Camp

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong Peter and Wendy Back (Language Study), Australia

Saturday 11 Sunday 12

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Leichhardt Church, NSW Manly Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, India (Manipur) Easter Sunday Services; Growth in our FCC Churches
FCC Easter Camp FCC Easter Camp

Ruth Green (LL), Peru, Home Assignment Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW

Monday 13 Tuesday 14

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Miranda Church, NSW Narellan Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Macedonia Angus Bristow Retirement Village, Narellan

FCC Easter Camp FCC Pastoral Relations Officer, Rev. Robert Aiken
Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/USA

Wednesday 15 Thursday 16

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Padstow Church, NSW Padstow Chinese Church, NSW
WECF Member Country, Micronesia FCC Committee for World Mission
FCC Camp Fletcher Committee FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee
Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW

CEF = Child Evangelism Fellowship; FM = France Mission; LL = Latin Link;

Pl = Partners International; SIL = Summer Institute of Linguistics/Wycliffe Bible Translators;
SIM = Serving In Mission; WEC = Worldwide Evangelisation for Christ;

WECF = World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship; YWAM = Youth With A Mission




Friday 17

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Raceview Church, Queensland

WECF Member Country, New Zealand

FCC Executive Committee

David & Gladys Strange (SIL, retired), NSW

Sunday 19

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Richmond Church, Tas

WECF Member Country, Northern Ireland
Growth in our FCC Churches

Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia

Tuesday 21

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Salisbury Church (Bible Study), NSW
WECF Member Country, Philippines
FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong

Thursday 23

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Towradgi Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Portugal

FCC Youth Committee and Youth Camps
Ruth Green (LL), Peru, Home Assignment

Saturday 25
My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Waterloo Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, Saipan & Guam (Associates0

ANZAC Day
Rick & Jane Keuning (CEF), NSW

Monday 27

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Wollongong Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, South Africa
FCC Camp Fletcher, Hazelbrook, NSW
Brian & Jan Allbutt (WEC), Qld

Wednesday 29

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Bexley Chinese Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, United Kingdom
FCC Committee for World Mission

David & Gladys Strange (SIL, retired), NSW

Friday 1 MAY

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Campsie Chinese Church, NSW

WECF Member Country, USA

FCW Planning Meeting , Padstow
Samuel & Coria Chan (PI), Asia

Sunday 3

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team

Cong. Church of Jesus in Samoa, Sydney (Associate)
WECF member Country, Brazil

Growth in our FCC Churches

Gail Maidment (YWAM), Hong Kong

Saturday 18

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Revesby Church, NSW

FCC President, Rev. Hon. Fred Nile
FCC Social Services Committee

Edna Nash (retired), QId

Monday 20

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Ryde Church, NSW

FCC General Secretary, Rev. Alan Best
FCC Finance and Property Committee
Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France

Wednesday 22

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Torrensville Church, SA

WECF President, Rev. A. Barry Jones (USA)
FCC Ministry Committee

Peter & Wendy Back (Language Study), Australia

Friday 24

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Wandong Church, Vic

WECF Executive Committee

FCC Home Mission and Evangelism Committee

Steve & Kaye Shooter (SIM), NSW

Sunday 26

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Waterloo Chinese Church, NSW

FCC Treasurer & Registrar, Mr. Phil Bevan
Growth in our FCC Churches

David & Jenny Rowe (SIL), Benin/USA

Tuesday 28

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Bexley Church, NSW

FCC Fellowship of Congregational Women
FCC Camp Fletcher Committee

Heather Johnstone (retired), NSW

Thursday 30

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Brassall Church, QIld

FCC Salisbury Campsite Committee
FCC Executive Committee

Edna Nash (retired), Qld

Saturday 2

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Cessnock West Church, NSW

FCC Social Services Committee

FCC Finance and Property Committee
Michael & Catherine Brooks (FM), France

Monday 4

My Church, Pastor & Leadership Team
Engadine Church, NSW

FCC Salisbury Campsite, NSW

FCC Ministry Committee

Peter & Wendy Back (Language Study), Australia




